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ANDREI GANDILA 


GOING EAST: WESTERN MONEY IN THE EARLY BYZANTINE 
BALKANS, ASIA MINOR AND THE CIRCUMPONTIC REGION 
(6 th -7 th C.) (*) 


La circolazione ad ampio raggio di monete bizantine e occidentali rappresenta 
un buon indicatore del movimento di beni e persone in ambito mediterraneo, 
nel VI-VII sec. d. C. Le monete coniate a Cartagine, Roma, Ravenna e in Sicilia, 
in seguito alle guerre di riconquista di Giustiniano, non furono mai pensate per 
provvedere alfabbisogno di valuta delleprovince orientali. D’altronde, le emis- 
sioni di Alessandria d’Egitto differirono notevolmente dal sistema stabilito a Co- 
stantinopoli e sembrano incompatibili con il medium di circolazione nelle pro¬ 
vince orientali. Ciononostante, tali monete furono ritrovate in aree remote come 
le coste del Mar Nero in Georgia. La diffusione di monetazioni italiane e nord- 
africane pub essere attribuita a un insieme di ragioni economiche e militari. Le 
fonti di VI secolo registrano spesso ilfrequente movimento di truppe nei vari tea- 
tri di guerra e questo pub spiegare la presenzalcircolazione di monete bizantine 
occidentali nei Balcani e nel Caucaso meridionale, entrambe regioni di frontier a 
fortemente militarizzate. D’altraparte, nelleprincipali citta litoranee dell’Egeo e 
del Mare Nero, I’economia monetaria fu strettamente legata all’uso quotidiano di 
minimi, la maggiorparte dei quali fu coniata da zecche nord-africane o italiane. 


(*) I would like to thank the following colleagues for sharing the results of their re¬ 
search, including unpublished material, as well as for supplying copies of local publications 
difficult to obtain in US libraries: Florin Curta, Zeliha Demirel Gokalp, Maja Hadji-Maneva, 
Stoyan Mihaylov, Cecile Morrisson, Ernest Oberlander-Tarnoveanu and Alena Tenchova. 
Their support has been invaluable. My gratitude also goes to the two anonymous colleagues 
for their thoughtful comments and suggestions on an earlier draft. My research for this paper 
was funded by the University of Alabama in Huntsville’s New Faculty Research Program, 
which supported one month of intensive research in the superb library of the American Nu¬ 
mismatic Society in New York. 
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Tali monete arrivarono prevalentemente con ceramica nord-africana, comune- 
mente rinvenuta in tutti i principali siti della Grecia, della Turchia occidentale 
e dei Balcani nord-orientali. 

The long-distance circulation of western Byzantine coins is a good indicator for the 
movement of people and goods in the sixth-to-seventh-century Mediterranean 
world. Coins minted in Carthage, Rome, Ravenna and Sicily after Justinian’s wars 
of conquest were never meant to supply currency to the Eastern provinces. In addi¬ 
tion, the coinage of Alexandria in Egypt greatly differedfrom the system established 
at Constantinople and seemed incompatible with the circulating medium of the 
Eastern provinces. Nevertheless, such coins are found as far east as the Black Sea 
coast in Georgia. The diffusion of Italian and North African coinage can be attrib¬ 
uted to a combination of economic and military reasons. Frequent movement of 
troops between theaters of war was often recorded by sixth-century writers. This 
can explain the circulation of western Byzantine coins in the militarized frontier 
region of the Balkans and Transcaucasia. On the other hand, the monetary econ¬ 
omy in major coastal cities of the Aegean and the Black Sea relied heavily on the 
daily use of minimi, most of which were issued by North African and Italian 
mints. They often arrived together with North African ceramics commonly found 
on every major site in Greece, Western Turkey and the North-eastern Balkans. 

La circulation de longue distance des monnaies byzantines et occidentals est un 
bon indicateur pour la circulation des biens et des personnes, au cours du VI et 
VII siecle, dans le monde mediterraneen. Certaines monnaies, firappees a Car¬ 
thage, Rome, Ravenne et en Sidle, apres les guerres de conquete de Justinien, 
n ’ont jamais ete consacrees a foumir la devise necessaire aux provinces orientals. 
Cependant, la monnaie d’Alexandrie en Egypte differait considerablement de 
celle du systeme etabli a Constantinople et semble tout a fait incompatible avec 
le medium de circulation dans les provinces orientales. Neanmoins, il faut pous- 
ser les retrouvailles de cespieces jusqu’a la cote de la Mer Noire, en Georgie. La 
diffusion du monnayage nord-africain et italien peut etre attribute a une combi- 
naison de raisons economiques et militaires. Les frequents mouvements de troupes 
vers les theatres de guerre, ont souvent ete enregistres par les ecrivains du VI siecle. 
Cela pourrait aussi expliquer la circulation des monnaies byzantines et occiden¬ 
tals dans les Balkans et la Transcaucasie, regions de firontiere surement milita¬ 
rises. D’autre part, I’economie monetaire des grandes villes cotieres de la Mer 
Egee et de la Mer Noire reposait largement sur I’utilisation quotidienne de mi¬ 
nimi, dont la plupart Jut anise par les ateliers italiens et nord-africains. D’avan- 
tage, ils sont souvent arrives en contemporaine avec la ceramique d’Afrique sep- 
tentrionale, qu ’on trouve couramment sur tous les sites principaux de la Grece et 
de la Turquie occidentale, et dans les Balkans nord-orientaux. 
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I. Introduction 

The circulation of Early Byzantine coins issued by Italian and North 
African mints after Justinian’s reconquista has been the subject of several ma¬ 
jor studies in the past two decades 0. The analysis, however, has focused 
mostly on the diffusion of such coinage in the post-Roman West and the 
Byzantine possessions in western Illyricum and Italy, largely overlooking 
the less accessible but very abundant information from the eastern Balkans 
and the Black Sea region. This is all the more regrettable as such coins found 
hundreds or thousands of kilometers away from their original minting place 
in the west can provide additional insight into the much debated question of 
long-distance trade and communication in Late Antiquity 0. This study at¬ 
tempts to bring together the known evidence concerning the circulation of 
Byzantine coins from Italian and North-African mints in the provinces of 
the Balkans, Asia Minor and the Circumpontic region, as well as in the lands 
beyond the frontiers of Early Byzantium ( 1 2 3 4 ). The mints taken into considera¬ 
tion are Rome, Ravenna, Syracuse, Carthage and Alexandria. Most of those 
mints were (re)opened by Justinian in the 530s during his reconquista 0. 
Although the Alexandrian mint cannot be defined as “western” and was al¬ 
ready active at the time of Justinian’s campaigns, the peculiar nature of its 
coinage, dominated by the dodecanummium, raises interesting questions re¬ 
garding the circulation of Alexandrian bronzes, whose footprint is much 
wider than previously thought. 

The chronological and spatial distribution of finds as well as the typical 
breakdown by mint and denomination provides a number of general guide- 


(1) Morrisson 1988, pp. 239-253; Morrisson 1998, pp. 307-323; Morrisson 1999, 
pp. 109-118; Morrisson 2003, pp. 239-253; Callegher 2002, pp. 247-272; Morrisson, 
Callegher 2015, pp. 255-275. 

(2) McCormick 2001; Kingsley, Decker 2001; Wickham 2005; Mundell-Mango 
2009. McCormick’s optimism regarding the usefulness of the numismatic evidence described 
as “wonderful data” is not shared by Horden and Purcell who consider numismatic sources 
“ambiguous” and of “occasional use” only. See McCormick 2002, p. 11; Horden, Purcell 
2000, p. 160. The debate is discussed in more detail in Morrisson 2008, pp. 631-633. 

(3) The circulation of western Byzantine coins in the east is by no means restricted to 
the Balkans and Asia Minor. They are also found in the provinces of Syria-Palestine, Alexan¬ 
drian coinage in particular, most abundantly at Caesarea Maritima, Jerusalem, Mt. Nebo, Pel¬ 
la and Gerasa. For general surveys, see Noeske 2000 and Bijovsky 2012. 

(4) The “Salona” group is not discussed here because its origin may not be Italian but 
Dalmatian despite occasional stylistic similarities with Ravennate coinage. Although most 
likely the output of a mobile military mint, this token coinage circulated mosdy in Dalmatia 
and Italy and should be connected to Justinian’s war effort in the region. See MIBE, p. 73 
with the previous literature on the “Salona” coinage. 
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lines for our discussion (Fig. 13). Although the corpus includes gold and sil¬ 
ver coins of various denominations, the overwhelming majority are copper 
issues (ca 95%). This is not surprising although oftentimes numismatists 
and historians choose to focus on precious metal coinage because of its 
superior value. On the other hand, copper coinage gives a better guide to 
the intensity of economic activity since it served the function of a circulating 
medium for most everyday transactions. There are over 500 single finds of 
copper coins from western mints (Appendix, Table 1), as well as ca 150 from 
hoards, most of them found in the Balkans (Appendix, Table 2). These figu¬ 
res, impressive as they may appear prima facie, represent only a small fraction 
of the coins in circulation in the Balkans or in Asia Minor. In almost any 
museum collection or catalogue of site finds the coins from Italy and North 
Africa rarely account for more than 2-3% ( 5 ). Indeed, there are hoards like 
those found at Obar§eni, north of the Danube in barbaricum, or Constanta 
(Scythia) where most of the coins are western issues ( 6 ). In such cases, how¬ 
ever, it is clear that the coins were brought by travelers from the west and 
concealed before they saw any further circulation. 

Unsurprisingly, the number of finds tends to be higher in the regions 
closer to Italy and North Africa. Indeed, more than 70% are from western 
Illyricum where the Adriatic provided easy access to the Italian Peninsula 
(Fig. 1-2). This is clearly shown by the fact that more than 50% of the wes¬ 
tern coins found on the eastern Adriatic seaboard and its hinterland are Ita¬ 
lian, while in the eastern Balkans and Asia Minor the percentage shrinks to 
25% or less (Fig. 3-4). In Thracia and Anatolia, the scarcity of Italian coins 
explains why Carthage accounts for more than 60% of the finds, while the 
Black Sea region seems to have been the favorite destination for Byzantine 
coins struck at the Egyptian mint of Alexandria (Fig. 8 and 10) ( 7 ). The di¬ 
stribution of copper fractions reveals important patterns of coin circulation. 
The high frequency of low denominations usually indicates the existence of a 
monetary economy where the speed and quantity of low-value transactions 


(5) The province of Scythia (Dobrudja) is the best documented with a few thousand 
single finds and more than a dozen hoards published in the last few decades. Less than 1% of 
the early Byzantine coins are western, for which see Gandila 2008, p. 316 table 3; additional 
publications did not alter this picture; see Custurea 2008, pp. 536-549; Custurea 2012, 
pp. 620-630. The coin assemblages from major individual sites across the eastern provinces 
provide additional confirmation for these numbers: Athens (6%), Corinth (3%), Sardis 
(1.5%), Durostorum (2%), Pisidian Antioch (1%), Constantinople (0.2%). Athens stands 
out in this group because of the large number of western minimi found in the Agora. 

(6) Appendix, Table 2, nos. 34 and 36. 

(7) Thracia and Illyricum are used here as generic geographic indicators corresponding 
to the Late Roman diocese of Thracia and the prefecture of Illyricum, respectively. 
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required a large quantity of small change. This was clearly the case in the 
large cities of Greece and Turkey where single finds and hoards from the first 
half of the sixth century are dominated by minimi (Fig. 5-6). Conversely, the 
coin circulation of the frontier region in the northern Balkans relied more 
heavily on larger coins, folks and hal i-folles, most of which must have been 
part of the regular salaries received by local garrisons. 



Fig. l - Hoards (spatial distribution). Fig. 2 - Single finds (spatial distribution). 



FIG. 5 - Hoards (denominations). FlG. 6 - Single finds (denominations). 


134 


Andrei Gandila 



FIG. 9 - Thracia (rulers). FlG. 10 - Thracia (mints). 



FlG. 11 - Anatolia (rulers). 


FlG. 12 - Anatolia (mints). 
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The widest circulation of North African and Italian coinage corre¬ 
sponds to the most dynamic decades of early Byzantium: the overly ambi¬ 
tious “age of Justinian” and the massive transformation of the Mediterra¬ 
nean civilization witnessed by emperors of the Heraclian house a century la¬ 
ter. The globalization of early Byzantine coin circulation in the 
Mediterranean should be attributed to Justinian’s political and economic 
measures. The reign of Justinian has been described as an age of zealous ex¬ 
pansionism and energetic internal reform, interspersed with years of deep 
conflict and crisis ( 8 ). All these developments spanning the middle decades 
of the sixth century left important numismatic traces in the Balkans and 
in Asia Minor. Indeed, whether we analyze the general picture or choose 
to focus on individual regions the coinage of Justinian represents an over¬ 
whelming majority, usually over 70% (Fig. 7, 9 and 11). The coinage of 
his successors is less abundant. One would expect a more substantial record 
of finds since the combined reigns of Justin II, Tiberius II, Maurice and 
Phocas (45 years) surpass the longevity of Justinian’s reign (38 years). This 
is not only a question of circulation but most likely one of mint output in 
the west, although calculating the size of bronze coinage is notoriously dif¬ 
ficult ( 9 ). Nevertheless, emperors of the Heraclian house had to rely more on 
the output of North African and Italian mints after Cyzicus and Nicomedia 
were shut down in the Propontus along with Antioch in Syria and Thessa- 
lonica in the Balkans. Ca 12% of the western finds from the Balkans and 
Asia Minor are coins minted for Heraclius and Constans II. The percentage 
becomes less impressive if we take into consideration their long reigns and 
bespeaks the difficulties encountered by seventh-century emperors in their 
struggle to maintain a certain degree of stability in the Mediterranean world. 


II. African mints 
a) Carthage 

The mint of Carthage was the main supplier of western coinage in the 
provinces of the Balkans and Asia Minor, as well as in the lands beyond the 
frontiers of Early Byzantium {ca 43%). Upon the swift reconquest of Carth¬ 
age Justinian opened the African mint which started to produce coinage clo¬ 
sely following the Constantinopolitan standard. More than 80% of Cartha- 


(8) See the essays in Maas ed. 2005. 

(9) Gandila 2009, pp. 151-162. 
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ginian coins are Justinianic issues and their chronology indicates that the 
mint was most active during the first decade after the conquest (533-542) 
(Fig. 14). More than 50% of the coins are early minimi, type MIB 192 
and MIB 193, while the highest denomination, the follis, has a more negli¬ 
gible presence, especially in Illyricum (Fig. 15). Greek single finds and 
hoards are best documented. The monetary economy of Byzantine Greece 
was dominated by small change in the first half of the sixth century, a fact 
confirmed by single finds and hoards ( 10 ). In Greek hoards Carthaginian 
nummi were sometimes mixed with Vandalic minimi as well as with Con- 
stantinopolitan nummi from previous emperors, including Late Roman is¬ 
sues. A hoard with a similar structure found at Constanta on the Western 
Black Sea coast may have arrived from Greece as well( n ). The circulation 
of African minimi in Greece constitutes important evidence for the develop¬ 
ment of a healthy monetary economy dominated by low-value transactions. 
It also reveals frequent contact with North Africa especially when corrobo¬ 
rated with the large quantity of African ceramics present on almost every 
early Byzantine site in Greece ( l2 ). Furthermore, it is significant that despite 
some signs of urban decline in the sixth century the circulation of western 
money often extended to the countryside ( 13 ). 

The circulation of African minimi was not restricted to Greece and 
Epirus ( 14 ). Such coins are common in large cities of western Turkey, such 
as Ephesus and Sardis, whose monetary economy offers a good parallel for 
the Greek case and constitutes additional evidence for the existence of a 
well-established network of exchange in the Aegean ( 15 ). Such coins tend 
to show up less frequently in Thracia or Illyricum, beyond Greece, although 
significant finds have been reported at Butrint on the eastern Adriatic coast 
and at Akhtopol (Agathopolis) on the western Black Sea coast ( 16 ). As one 


(10) Appendix, Table 1, nos. 81-83; Appendix, Table 2, nos. 1, 9-12 and 15. 

(11) Appendix, Table 2, no. 7. 

(12) Abadie-Reynal 1989, pp. 143-159. 

(13) Abadie-Reynal 1998, pp. 397-404; Lambropoulou 2000, pp. 95-113; Callegher 
2005, p. 230, fig. 4. 

(14) Moorhead 2013, pp. 601-614; Asolati 2012, pp. 283-325. 

(15) For the role of early Byzantine ports, see recently Veikou 2015, pp. 39-60. Ephe¬ 
sus and Sardis; Appendix, Table 1, nos. 85 and 96. Additional minimi were found during 
excavations at Sagalassos, for which see Scheers 2000, p.525, no. 361 and Scheers 1997, 
p. 333, no. 250-251. The coins have a large “A” on the reverse which corresponds to Cartha¬ 
ginian nummi (MIB 193), but the description is incomplete, they are wrongly attributed to 
Constantinople and no illustration is provided, so the reattribution to Carthage remains pro¬ 
visional. 

(16) Appendix, Table 1, nos. 18 and 76. 
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moves farther from the Aegean and closer to the northern frontier the 
Carthaginian coinage becomes dominated by half -folks and folles. To be sure, 
sites on the Black Sea coast will sometimes yield lower denominations as 
well ( 17 ). There is a peculiar concentration of V 4 folles from 538-542 in the 
provinces of Scythia and Moesia Secunda, both having access to the Black 
Sea, as well as to the Danube River ( 18 ). How do we account for the fact that 
more than 50% of Justinian’s '/ 4 folles are found in this region? The local 
monetary economy did not rely so much on the nummus or even the 1 / s follis. 
On the other hand V 4 folles from all mints are very common in these pro¬ 
vinces and ensured a steady supply of low-value currency needed in daily 
transactions whose scale and frequency must have been lower compared to 
the urban markets of Greece or western Turkey ( 19 ). In addition, folles and 
V 2 folles of Carthage are found on many landlocked sites of the Balkans 
and Anatolia and simply reflect the nature of the local monetary economy, 
while at the same time they provide precious evidence for the movement of 
people and goods from the coast to more remote areas ( 20 ). 

What was the main reason for the circulation of Carthaginian coinage? 
There are grounds for suggesting a combination of military and economic rea¬ 
sons. There is a long and consistent trail of Carthaginian coins recorded from 
Slovenia in the west to Georgia in the east. To be sure, Carthaginian issues 
traveled as far north as the Czech Republic, where accumulations of small 
change such the one found in Prague were probably brought home by merce¬ 
naries who fought in Italy ( 21 ). We are better informed about the contribution 
of the Danubian region to Justinian’s war effort in the west. Procopius pro¬ 
vides extensive information about the use of Balkan troops including foreign 
mercenaries from the frontier region in his African and Italian campaigns ( 22 ). 
One must differentiate between the pre-reform coinage issued shortly after 
533, whose traces in the Balkans and even Asia Minor might reflect the return¬ 
ing home of soldiers who participated in the North African blitzkrieg led by 
Belisarius ( 23 ), and his post-reform coinage produced in significant quantity 


(17) Appendix, Table 1, nos. 5 and 12. 

(18) For the Late Antique history and archaeology of Dobrudja, see Barnea, Sucevea- 
nu 1991; Torbatov 2002; Zahariade 2006. 

(19) Gandila 2008, p. 318, table 5. 

(20) Appendix, Table 1, nos. 9, 11, 13-14, 16 and 99-103. 

(21) Militky 2009, pp. 369-70, no. CIO. 

(22) Teall 1965, pp. 294-322. 

(23) The pre-reform coinage traveled as far east as Melitene, for which see Demirel 
Gokalp 2014, p. 32. The Capadoccian coins from the musems at Kayseri and Nigde were 
not published with full details, so they may be post-reform issues; see Mettvier, Prigent 
2010, pp. 613-614. 
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until 542. The main theater of operations had moved to mainland Italy by 
538/9 when his post-reform coinage started to be produced. Because the dates 
are so close, this distinction is not always clear. The pre-reform coinage may 
have traveled eastward along with the folles, V 2 folles and V 4 folles issued in 
abundance between 539 and 542 ( 24 ). There is of course no reason to reject 
the idea that pre-reform issues arrived in the Balkans or in Asia Minor decades 
later. However, hoard evidence does not confirm the circulation of pre-reform 
folles and V 2 folles of Carthage beyond the 540s, although minimi do show up 
in later hoards ( 25 ). On the other hand, Justinian’s post-reform coinage re¬ 
mained in circulation until the early decades of the seventh century/ 26 ). 



Fig. 14 - Carthage (rulers). Fig. 15 - Carthage (denominations). 


Justinian used the Danube frontier as a major source of troops for his 
long Italian campaign but did not hesitate to extend the reach of his recruit¬ 
ment activity to more distant regions in the east. According to Procopius, the 
Tzani, a mountain people from the Transcaucasus recently brought into the 
Byzantine fold, provided some troops for Justinian’s wars/ 27 ). There are 
three coins of Carthage found in western Georgia, one of them from the im¬ 
portant fortress of Pityus, which may very well reflect such movements of 


(24) The overwhelming majority of the post-reform Balkan finds dates from 539/40; 
see Kondijanov 1994, p. 78; Morrisson 2003, p. 82; Papadopoui.ou 2012, p. 311. Although 
the movement of troops may explain their presence in the region, this might also indicate a 
particularly high output at Carthage during that year. 

(25) Appendix, Table 2, nos. 15-16, 23 and 30-31. Pre-reform folles were part of two 
late hoards found in Syria, for which see Pottier 1983, p. 290, no. 245; Leuthold 1952- 
1953, p. 35. 

(26) Appendix, Table 2, nos. 24-25 and 32. 

(27) Procopius, Bella VIII, 13, 5 (in Procopius, Opera Omnia, edited byj. Haury, G. 
Wirth, Leipzig, 1962-1964). For the Tzani, see Maas 2003, pp. 160-169. 
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troops ( 2S ). Another interesting find from Pityus is a barbaric imitation clo¬ 
sely resembling those from the Balkans, which may have been brought by 
the “Bulgar” prisoners taken by Mundus and sent to Lazica to defend the 
frontier ( 29 ). Communication with the Balkans during the 530s may also ex¬ 
plain the presence of pre-reform issues in Lazica. To be sure, an economic 
interpretation is not out of the question if we accept Agathias’ statement that 
the Lazi became wealthy because they had access to the Black Sea and carried 
on a thriving commerce ( 30 ). Archaeological evidence from western Georgia 
lends some credibility to his claim ( 31 ). In any case, the monetary connection 
of the Circumpontic region to the central Mediterranean was uneven at best. 
There are no Carthaginian coins reported at Sinope and Amasra, on the 
southern Black Sea coast, although some have been found in the region of 
Claudiopolis ( 32 ). On the northern coast, the Byzantine possessions in the 
Crimea relied little on coinage from distant mints although they received 
other types of imports from North Africa ( 33 ). All evidence suggests that 
the western Black sea coast had stronger ties with the Mediterranean. Justi- 
nianic coins from Carthage are known from a dozen locations close to the sea 
and African ceramics have been reported on every major site. Indeed, this 
apparent contrast with other Circumpontic regions may be the result of a 
stronger record of archaeological research and publication on the western 
coast, in Romania and Bulgaria ( 34 ). However, not the same can be said 
about the substantial early Byzantine corpus of finds from Constantinople 
where the western mints are close to non-existent ( 35 ). 


(28) For the history of Lazica in the sixth century, see Seibt 1992, pp. 137-144; 
Braund 1994, pp. 275-314. 

(29) Abramishvili 1989, p. 16, no. 49. For similar imitations in the Balkans, see Gaj- 
Popovic 1973, pp. 95-100; Iurukova 1969a, pp. 83-87. For the historical events, see Theo- 
phanes, Chronographia, a. 6033. The episode was placed around 530 after the defection of 
Iberia and the subjugation of the Tzani. 

(30) Agathias, Historiae, III, 5.3 (ed. by R. Keydell, Berlin 1967). 

(31) Braund 1991, p.223 with the older literature; Voronov, Bgazhba 1985; Inaish- 
vili, Vashahdze 2010, pp. 151-152; Zamtaradze 1993, pp. 158-175. 

(32) Sinope: Casey 2010, pp. 79-86; Amasra: Ireland, Ate§ogullari 1996, pp. 132- 
35; Bolu: Appendix, Table 1, no. 93. The collection of the Iznik Museum in Bithynia has 
no western coins at all; see Planet 2003, p. 500, table 1. 

(33) Sokolova 1968, pp. 254-264; Krushkol 1957, pp. 61-69; Golenko 1972, 
pp. 211-222; Gilevich 1971, pp. 62-80; Belova 1981, pp. 5-43. For ceramic imports, see 
Domzalski 2002, pp. 284-291. For Chersonesus in the sixth century, see recently Aibabin 
2013, pp. 58-59. 

(34) Minchev 1983, pp. 194-201; Mocanu 2012, pp. 319-340. 

(35) Hendy 1986, pp. 278-313; Hendy 2007, pp. 175-276. Both contexts are 
churches; a more diverse archaeological record may provide a different picture. 
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Back to the Balkans, the military sites where archaeologists have found 
single finds or hoards containing folles and 1 / 2 folles of Carthage, like Sacida- 
va, Novae, Sadovets and Caricin Grad, seem to leave less room for interpre¬ 
tation ( 36 ). However, restricting the circulation of African coins to the move¬ 
ment of troops, so well documented by sixth-century writers, leaves out 
other important channels of distribution. Since the coin assemblage from 
the sites mentioned above differs little from the coin samples of several Turk¬ 
ish settlements which also produced Carthaginian finds but were not con¬ 
nected to the Italian front (Pisidian Antioch, Sardis, Claudiopolis and Side), 
we should take into account the circulation of African oil and fine ceramics 
in the Balkans as an additional explanation for the infusion of Carthaginian 
currency into the local coin circulation ( 37 ). The diffusion of North African 
lamps is one of the best documented cases of long-distance communication 
and trade. Early Byzantine lamps type Hayes 2B/ Atlante VIII-X produced in 
modern-day Tunisia became so popular that a thriving business of local imi¬ 
tations developed in cities like Athens, Corinth and Argos and soon became 
fashionable across the Balkans ( 3S ). North-African lamps are more common 
in the Western Balkans ( 39 ), although several have been recorded in the 
north-eastern part of the peninsula, including local imitations ( 40 ). Original 
models imported in towns close to the sea coast were imitated in landlocked 
or remote areas where genuine imports were unaffordable or more difficult 
to procure. A route through the Adriatic is indeed very probable, given the 
high density of original African lamps found in the western Balkans ( 41 ). The 
lamps could have traveled by sea with larger cargoes from North Africa, car¬ 
rying spatheia commonly found in the Adriatic region, and then redistribu¬ 
ted on land routes and rivers to the hinterland. The lamps found in Scythia, 
on the other hand, were more easily brought via the Black Sea and the Ae- 


(36) The connection with the movement of troops in the Balkans was first suggested 
by Iurukova 1964, pp. 7-9. For the wider context, see Morrisson 2003, p. 82. For the mili¬ 
tary environment of the dioceses of Thracia and Dacia, see Dinchev 2007, pp. 479-546. 

(37) Bonifay 2005, pp. 565-581; Mackensen 1992, pp. 250-251; Topoleanu 2000, 
pp. 193-194; Opri? 2003, pp. 45-52, 145-150. 

(38) Karivieri 1998, pp. 423-425; Garnett 1975, pp. 195-199; Oikonomou 1988, 
pp. 486-492. 

(39) For finds of African lamps in the Adriatic region, see Prottel 1996, pp. 69-81; 
Vikic-Belancic 1976. For the distribution of African lamps type Atlante VIII and X in the 
Danube region, see Parau 2008, pp. 197-206. 

(40) Tomis: Papuc 1976, pp. 201-205; Baluta 1994, pi. VIII/ 1-3, 5. Adamdisi: Bar- 
nea et alii 1979, pi. 173/ 9.2. Halmyris: Topoleanu 2000, pi. LVII/13. Capidava: Opri? 
2003, pi. XLIII/433. Dinogetia: Barnea 1979, pi. 107. Novae: Dyczek 2008, pi. 28/4. 

(41) Parau 2008, pi. 136-140; Vidrih Perko 2005, pp. 49-77. 
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gean together with Greek imitations, such as the lamp found at Tomis (Con¬ 
stanta) which has a close parallel at Cherson in the Crimea ( 42 ). 

The post-Justinianic world left less room for the long-distance diffusion 
of African coins although the circulation of African goods in the Aegean and 
the Black Sea was not interrupted ( 43 ). The mint output of Carthage was dra¬ 
stically reduced in the second half of the sixth century. After the death of Jus¬ 
tinian no fresh coins arrived in Thracia for almost three decades. Although 
there is a strong record of finds in western Illyricum, for the first time the 
sample is dominated by maritime sites in western Turkey, such as Ephesus, 
Allianoi and Side, where Carthaginian issues of Justin II and Maurice have 
been recorded among the early Byzantine coin finds ( 44 ). Furthermore, the 
main channels of circulation witness dramatic changes in the seventh century 
when the mints of Antioch, Cyzicus, Nicomedia, and Thessalonica ceased the 
minting of bronze coinage. During this age of transformation the coinage of 
Carthage became more visible in the east. This is an important observation as 
the traditional narrative suggests significant disruptions in the Mediterranean 
world following the Arab conquest. However, a close inspection of the numi¬ 
smatic corpus reveals a notable increase already taking place during the reign 
of Phocas. WAt-folles of Carthage are known from Thracia and Illyricum ( 45 ), 
but also as far north as Ostrowek in Poland and Kluk in the Czech Repub¬ 
lic ( 46 ). Persian expansionism in the east threatened the Byzantine heartland 
and the dwindling resources of the Byzantine Empire had to be directed to¬ 
wards defending the eastern provinces. The coinage of Heraclius is not very 
abundant but we can note the dominance of lower denominations as well as 
the presence of gold and silver coins along with the more traditional circula¬ 
tion of bronze coinage (Fig. 15). 

Indeed, the peak of seventh-century Carthaginian coinage in the east 
was reached after the closing down of most Balkan and eastern mints. 
The most extensive diffusion took place during the reign of Constans II, 
the first Byzantine emperor who had to deal with a world where Byzantium 
was no longer the dominant power. His Carthaginian coinage is the second 


(42) Barnea et alii 1971, p. 169, no. 331; Chrzanovski, Zhuravlev 1998, pp. 162- 
164, nos. 102-103. 

(43) Corinth has one of the best documented stratigraphies, for which see Warner 
Slane, Sanders 2005, pp. 243-297 (assemblages 3 & 4). See also the case of Butrint, Rey¬ 
nolds 2004, pp. 224-269. 

(44) Appendix, Table 1, no. 85, 87 and 104. 

(45) Appendix, Table 1, no. 32, 41, 45, 62 and 81. 

(46) Both finds are dispersed hoards, for which see Woioszyn 2009, pp. 502-503, 
no. 11; Militky 2009, p. 375, no. C22. 
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most abundant to Justinian’s and can be found across the Balkans, Asia Mi¬ 
nor and the Black Sea region, as well as in barbaricum. The overall contrac¬ 
tion of the Byzantine monetary economy in the Balkans and the declining 
political reach are quite apparent. By this time the influence of Constantino¬ 
ple and its monetary footprint extended mainly in the regions close to the 
city and on the Black Sea coast where the network of cities was still in place 
and the Byzantine fleet remained unchallenged until the creation of the Bul- 
gar state, around 680 ( 47 ). We find similar concerns with maintaining the 
control of the Adriatic coast, several early folles of Constans II being known 
from Dtirres ( 4S ). The numismatic dossier is very thin for the second half of 
the seventh century, even if one includes here the coinage of Constantino¬ 
ple ( 49 ). It is all the more remarkable that among those few finds we can count 
two half -folles of Carthage from the 650s found in Dobrudja, several similar 
pieces from Serbia and another one from Novaci, north of the Danube ( 50 ). 
The presence of such coins in the northern Balkans betrays efforts to main¬ 
tain a certain degree of communication in an increasingly fragmented Byzan¬ 
tine world. This hypothesis is further strengthened by the available hoard 
evidence. A small hoard found in Constanta (Tomis) includes coins from 
Heraclius to Constantine IV, all issued by western mints. Among them is 
a half -follis from Carthage dated 659-668. Moreover, the Obar§eni hoard 
from barbaricum, which contains two Carthaginian half -folles of Constans 
II and several other western coins, indicates that the empire’s connection 
to the world north of the Danube went beyond the level of diplomatic con¬ 
tact reflected in the contemporary hoards of silver hexagrams found in the 
region ( 51 ). 


b) Alexandria 

In Egypt the mint of Alexandria struck its distinctive coinage which set 


(47) For the significance of seventh-century city-ports in the Black Sea region, see re¬ 
cently Karagianni 2015, pp. 83-104. For the extent of Byzantine influence in the northern 
Balkans during the Byzantine “Dark Ages,” see Iacob 2015, pp. 205-214. 

(48) Hon, Myrto 1991, p. 104, no. 54-57. All four coins are folles type MIB 191 da¬ 
ted 641-642; given their rarity one wonders if they did not in fact belong to a dispersed 
hoard. For the history of Dtirres in Late Antiquity, see recently Hoti 2014, pp. 85-90. 

(49) Mihaylov 2008, pp. 77-85; Curta 2005, pp. 126-132; Iacob 2000, pp. 485-498. 

(50) Appendix, Table 1, nos. 32-33 and 41. 

(51) Appendix, Table 2, no. 34. Oberlander-Tarnoveanu 2002, pp. 174-177. Cartha¬ 
ginian coins of Constans II from barbaricum also include finds from the Czech Republic 
(Hrozova and Podebrady hoards), for which see Militky 2009, pp. 376-77, no. C25 and 
382, no. M38. 
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it apart from the circulating medium of Anatolia and the Balkans. The re¬ 
form undertaken by Anastasius in 498 did not also include an overhaul of 
the Egyptian currency. The dodecanummium was introduced under Justin 
I and remained the main Alexandrian denomination throughout the sixth 
and seventh centuries until the final Arab conquest ( 52 ). In addition to the 
12 -nummia and its fractions Justinian introduced an even more peculiar 
piece of 33-nummia, whose origin and purpose has sparked some contro¬ 
versy among numismatists and economic historians ( 53 ). Despite the irregular 
format which clearly departed from the system employed at Constantinople 
and its supporting mints in the Propontus, the coinage of Alexandria circu¬ 
lated widely in the Mediterranean, the Aegean and the Black Sea 
(Fig. 17) ( 54 ). Far from being rejected, 12 -nummia pieces, as well as the other, 
scarcer denominations issued by the Egyptian mint, seem to have been in¬ 
tegrated into the local monetary economy ( 55 ). They were probably used ac¬ 
cording to their face-value as \2-nummia pieces instead of being equated 
with the closest denomination in use. An attempt to find some weight cor¬ 
respondence with the V 2 follis or the V 4 follis will have to take into account 
the successive fluctuations of the bronze currency throughout the sixth and 
seventh centuries. One has to wonder, for example, how the \2-nummia of 
Justinian from the Topalu hoard (Scythia) might circulate alongside the 
lighter 20 -nummia of Justin II if weight played any part in the daily use 
of bronze coinage ( 56 ). This dilemma can be solved only if we accept that 
the face value prevailed regardless of fluctuations in weight. 

The spatial distribution of Alexandrian coins reveals a preponderance of 
such finds in coastal settlements and major sites located on large rivers like the 
Danube. One would expect to find a concentration of Egyptian issues in 
Greece and its islands, given their closer proximity to Egypt, but this is clearly 
not the case during the age of Justinian ( 57 ). No coins have been reported on 
the important island of Crete until the reign of Heraclius when there seems to 
be a surge of Alexandrian issues, which also touched the mainland if we con¬ 
sider the finds from Athens ( 5S ). In fact the coinage of Heraclius enjoyed the 


(52) It has been recently suggested that Alexandria started to issue bronze coinage only 
after Justinian’s accession; Castrizio 2015. 

(53) MIBE, p. 63 with the literature. 

(54) The highest concentration of dodecanummia outside Egypt can be found on the 
Palestinian coast, for which see Bijovsky 2012, pp. 297-304. 

(55) Puce Oche§eanu 1981, pp. 310-311. 

(56) Appendix, Table 2, no. 17. 

(57) Pennas, Samoladou 2010, pp. 135-157. 

(58) Crete: Sidiropoulos 2000, p. 851; Appendix, Table 1, no. 81. Alexandrian coins 
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widest distribution, with finds known from the Armenian border, western 
Turkey and the Adriatic coast with its hinterland. Indeed, more than 35% 
of all Alexandrian coins in our corpus date to the reign of Heraclius 
(Fig. 16). The percentage would be even higher if one includes here finds 
from barbaricum, in Austria, where an unusually large number of sixth-to-se- 
venth-century dodecanummia has been reported ( 59 ). The link between the 
Adriatic and the northern barbaricum was the province of Dalmatia, many 
coins being known from site finds and museum collections in Croatia ( 60 ). 



Fig. 16 - Alexandria (rulers) FlG. 17 - Alexandria (denominations) 


The most distant finds of Alexandrian issues are of particular interest for 
understanding the circulation of Egyptian currency. Several 12 -nummia pieces 
have been found on the western Black Sea coast in the area of ancient Tomis 
and Callatis, as well as on the Danube frontier, at Durostorum and its immedi¬ 
ate hinterland ( 61 ). Such coins arrived by sea and rarely left those coastal regions 
although exceptions are known, as testified by a hoard found on the slopes of 
the Stara Planina Mountains ( 62 ). What accounts for the presence of Alexan¬ 
drian coins on the north-eastern frontier of Byzantium? It is tempting to make 
a connection with the long-distance circulation of goods facilitated by the crea- 


of Justinian are a lot more common on Cyprus; finds are known from important sites like 
Kourion, Salamis and Constantia; see Callot 2004, p. 44, no. 285; Metcalf 2009, 

pp. 210-212. 

(59) Hahn 1987, p. 454; Winter 2009, p. 339. One wonders if all of these coins were 
actually found in Austria or brought by collectors from elsewhere. 

(60) See in particular Mirnik, Semrov 1997-1998, pp. 197-258. 

(61) Appendix, Table 1, nos. 3, 20 and 27. 

(62) Appendix, Table 2, no. 32. A single find from Tatil (Bulgaria) should also be 
mentioned, for which see Appendix, Table 1, no. 8. 
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tion of quaestura exercitus in 537, an unusual administrative unit which 
brought under the same umbrella the frontier provinces of Scythia and Moesia 
Secunda with islands in the Aegean ( 63 ). This arrangement was intended as a 
solution to the food shortages experienced by the Danubian provinces which 
could not support by themselves the defensive system created by Justinian in 
the northern Balkans ( 64 ). Alexandrian coins could have arrived in the region 
along with the typical goods associated with the annona militaris which may 
have included Egyptian grain ( 65 ). The hoard found at Topalu, on the Danube, 
close to the important fortress of Capidava, included two 12 -nummia of Jus¬ 
tinian as well as several coins from Antioch and most likely constituted a purse 
brought from the Eastern Mediterranean. Aside from economic explanations 
one may find additional clues in Justinian’s legislation. Edict 13 from 538 sti¬ 
pulated that officers unwilling to assist in the collection of taxes in Egypt 
would be punished by being exiled north of the Danube to defend the bor¬ 
der^ 6 ). It is hard to verify if this law was ever put into practice, but one 
may wonder if the large number of Alexandrian coins from the region of Silis- 
tra is related to the banishment of Egyptians fallen into disgrace. 

Equally intriguing is the circulation of Alexandrian coins further east on 
the northern and eastern shores of the Black Sea. A G-nummia piece was 
found in Cherson, where the local economy was mostly supplied by the 
Crimean mint, while two rare tt-nummia coins were found in Abkhazia 
at Sukhumi and Akhali Atoni, respectively^ 7 ). Justinianic initiatives in the 
region can explain the presence of these exotic coins in Georgia. In the 
530s the Abasgi were converted to Christianity in an attempt to make them 
join Lazica as a Byzantine client state in the southern Caucasus ( 6S ). Ceremo¬ 
nial silver miliarensia of Justinian have been found at Akhali Atoni and Tse- 
belda, while a solidus comes from Ch’khalt’a (®). Such finds suggest an in¬ 
tense diplomatic activity in Apsilia, Abasgia and Suania. The finds of bronze 
coins from Alexandria are probably connected with the annexation of the 


(63) For quaestura exercitus, see Gkoutzioukostas, Moniaros 2009. See also Torbatov 
1997, pp. 78-87. 

(64) Poulter 2007, pp. 685-705. 

(65) Carrie 2004, pp. 169-170. 

(66) Corpus Iuris Civilis, Edict 13 (538 A.D.): "[...] universa cohors e regione mota in loca 
quae ultra Istrum sive Danubium sunt transferatur, ut illis limitibus custodiae causa adhaereat”. 

(67) Appendix, Table 1, nos. 105 and 107. 

(68) For the history of the region in the sixth century, see recently Berndt 2012, 
pp. 255-270. 

(69) Shamba 1987, pp. 78-79, nos. 114 and 116; Kropotkin 1962, p.46, no. 477. 
Two miliarensia and a solidus of Justinian were part of a belt found in a grave from Tsibilium. 
For the archaeological context, see Voronov, Iushin 1971, pp. 100-105. 
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Abkhazian coast. The region was dominated by the Roman garrisons from 
Pityus and Sebastopolis, both mentioned in Justinian’s legislation ( 70 ). Much 
like the G-nummia piece from Byzantine Crimea, a region swiftly re-annexed 
by Justinian in 534-535, the finds from Georgia indicate that the Black Sea 
was accorded high priority in the first half of the sixth century. As a result, 
the region developed closer connections to the Mediterranean world, includ¬ 
ing Egypt ( 71 ). It is interesting to note that the only known 33-nummia coins 
in our corpus come from the Black Sea area. This could be easily dismissed 
as a coincidence but may in fact be related to the nature of the circulating 
medium of the region which relied heavily on higher denominations ( 72 ). 


III. Italian Mints 
a) Rome 

The moneta publica of Rome was reopened in 537 and the coinage 
struck in some abundance during the five-year cycle to 542 also circulated 
outside Italy. There is a significant cluster of finds in Dalmatia, where not 
only copper coins are recorded but also gold tremisses issued by the Roman 
mint during this first lustrum of activity ( 73 ). Only one follis from Pisidian 
Antioch in Anatolia testifies to the fact that the early coinage of Rome knew 
a wider circulation ( 74 ). The output of the Roman mint in the later 540s and 
550s is heavily dominated by the decanummium, which explains why this is 
the denomination most frequently found in the Balkans and Asia Minor ( ca 
80%). Perhaps because of its lower value the diffusion of Roman issues to 
the east did not match the geographical coverage achieved by Carthaginian 
coinage. The mint of Rome accounts for more than 27% of western coins 
from the Balkans and Asia Minor but more than half are unprovenanced 
finds from the Zagreb museum ( 75 ). Indeed, Roman issues are exotic east 
of Dalmatia although the concentration of finds goes all the way south to 
Dtirres ( 76 ). Current evidence suggests that the northern Adriatic was better 


(70) Corpus Iuris Civilis, Novella XXVIII (535 A.D.). 

(71) Gavritukhin, Kazanski 2008, pp. 83-136. 

(72) Mihaylov 2008b, 278-300. 

(73) Appendix, Table 1, nos. 62, 64 and 66. 

(74) Appendix, Table 1, no. 102. 

(75) Appendix, Table 1, no. 62. 

(76) For coin circulation in the southern Adriatic, see recently Papadopoulou 2012, 
pp. 297-320. For the history of the region in Late Antiquity, see Hon 2005, pp. 53-75. 
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connected to Italy than the Epirote coast ( 77 ). Can this be an indication that 
land routes were more important than sea routes in the diffusion of Italian 
coinage? Although current archaeological data from sites like Butrint suggest 
a stronger connection with the East, further research in important Albanian 
settlements might shed more light on this question ( 78 ). 



In southern Illyricum and Thracia we encounter the usual dichotomy 
between military sites and monetary circulation typical of major urban set¬ 
tlements (Fig. 19). Much like the case of Carthage, Roman minimi are most 
frequently found in Greece. Examples include single finds and hoards from 
Corinth, Trype, Kenchreai, Athens and Priolithos ( 79 ). The corpus of finds 
from Turkey is characterized by a combination of minimi and V 4 folles on 
sites like Sardis and Ephesus and in the museum collections of Sinop and 
Bolu, respectively ( 80 ). On the other hand, the '/ 4 follis is overwhelmingly 
dominant in the northern Balkans, along the Danube frontier, as well as 
north of the river in barbaricum ( 81 ). Most of the coins are MIB 228 deca- 
nummia, dated between 547 and 549. Their presence in the region may have 
something to do with the new phase of the Gothic war in Italy which saw 


(77) Mirnik, Semrov 1997-1998, p. 130 state that most of the coins were found in 
South Pannonia and Dalmatia. 

(78) Reynolds 2004, pp. 239-243. 

(79) Appendix, Table 1, no. 82; Appendix, Table 2, nos. 6, 15 and 30-31. 

(80) Appendix, Table 1, nos. 85, 93 and 95-96. 

(81) Appendix, Table 1, nos. 3, 18, 28-30, 35-36 and 41. 
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consecutive conquests of Rome between 546 and 552. Archaeological evi¬ 
dence from important military sites, such as Caricin Grad, confirms the cir¬ 
culation of artifacts with military function from Italy to the Balkans ( 82 ). The 
intensity of this final stage in the Justinianic reconquest of Italy can be felt as 
far north as Poland and the Czech Republic where similar */ 4 folles of Rome 
have been found at Przemysl and Lovosice ( 83 ). After the conclusion of the 
Gothic wars the eastern circulation of Roman decanummia became restricted 
to coastal settlements from Illyicum ( 84 ). 

Although more than 93% of all Roman coins belong to Justinian (Fig. 
18), some of the most interesting finds are the imitative V 2 folles bearing the 
numeral value XX and Rome’s mintmark issued by a military mint from the 
reign of Justin II until the end of the sixth century. The westernmost find in 
our corpus is the piece from the region of Shkoder in Albania ( 85 ). Surpris¬ 
ingly, the greatest concentration comes from non-military sites like Athens, 
Hierapolis, Sardis and Smirna, some of them indeed very far from this mili¬ 
tary mint presumably located in or around Rome ( 86 ). This suggests that the 
use of special military issues was not restricted to the army. They were trea¬ 
ted like regular hal £-folles and circulated freely in the Mediterranean world 
and beyond. The easternmost finds are the two coins of Justin II and Mau¬ 
rice from Pytius and Akhaltsikhe in Georgia ( 87 ). The movement of troops 
arriving from the west is a more probable explanation in this region whose 
strategic role in the Byzantine-Persian wars of the late sixth century is well 
known ( 88 ). Further evidence comes from the opposite Black Sea coast. 
The hoard of small change found at Carea, which included decanummia 
of Carthage and Rome, was lost in the mid-560s when the strategic priority 
was slowly shifting from west to east( 89 ). 

Roman coins become very rare in the seventh century, no single finds 
being recorded east of Dalmatia. Gold coins are occasionally found in the 
Middle Danube region in connection with Avar expansionism in Central 
Europe, while the absence of copper coins indicates a drastic decrease in mint 


(82) Ivanisevic 2012, pp. 58-60. 

(83) Woioszyn 2009, p. 504, no. 14; Militky 2009, p. 371, no. C14. 

(84) Appendix, Table 1, nos. 58, 61, 74 and 81. 

(85) Appendix, Table 1, no. 75. For the history of Shkodra in Late Antiquity, see Hox- 
ha 1993, pp. 551-567. 

(86) Appendix, Table 1, nos. 81, 86, 89 and 96. 

(87) Appendix, Table 1, nos. 106 and 108. 

(88) Greatrex, Lieu 2002, pp. 151-179. 

(89) Appendix, Table 2, no. 14. For the history of Carea in Late Antiquity, see Min- 
chev 2013, pp. 248-249. 
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output ( 90 ). Since the coinage of Carthage as well as that of Sicily continued to 
circulate widely in the Balkans and Asia Minor, the disappearance of Roman 
coins cannot be explained by suggesting a major disruption in communica¬ 
tion, despite the Lombard domination in northern Italy ( 91 ). Furthermore, 
the hoard from Constanta advises against such a hypothesis ( 92 ). The hoard 
included a Roman V 2 follis of Constantine IV as well as Carthaginian and 
Alexandrian coins of his predecessors. We can assume that the coins arrived 
at Tomis on a ship from the Central Mediterranean close to 680, which in¬ 
dicates that long-distance communication with the western Black Sea coast 
had not been completely severed. In fact, the strategic importance of the By¬ 
zantine fleet had increased tremendously in the second half of the seventh 
century when supremacy at sea became crucial for the survival of Byzan¬ 
tium ( 93 ). 

b) Ravenna 

The coinage of Ravenna accounts for less than 10% of all western coins 
from Balkan and Anatolian finds. Much like the case of Rome, the percen¬ 
tage is higher in Dalmatia because of its proximity to the mint. Indeed, most 
of Ravenna’s output was meant to circulate in the city itself and to ensure a 
steady supply of low-value currency in the Exarchate ( 94 ). Its precious metal 
coinage witnessed a wide circulation, more than 35% of all sixth-seventh- 
century Ravennate finds being gold or silver coins (Fig. 21). They are found 
not only in Slovenia and Croatia, the most common destination for Italian 
coinage, but also close to the Black Sea in the early Byzantine province of 
Scythia ( 95 ). They are also known among seventh-century finds from Flun- 
gary and Austria, sometimes in Avar-age contexts ( 96 ). Some are imitations 
like the Heraclian solidus found in Bulgaria, which may have arrived from 
the Middle Danube region ( 97 ). 


(90) A solidus of Constans II (662-663) was found in the Avar cemetery at Hajduna- 
nas-Fiirjhalom-jaras (Hungary), for which see Somogyi 1997, pp. 272-273, no. 5. 

(91) For Byzantine-Longobard relations, see Christou 1991. 

(92) Appendix, Table 2, no. 36. 

(93) Cosentino 2008, pp. 583-603. 

(94) Morrisson, Callegher 2015, pp. 255-258. 

(95) Appendix, Table 1, no. 32. 

(96) The Austrian finds compiled in Callegher 2012, p. 258. For Hungarian finds, see 
Somogyi 1997, p. 72, no. 57 and pp. 101-102, no. 91. For an updated discussion of Byzantine 
coin finds in “Avaria” including imitations of Italian coinage, see recently Somogyi 2014. 

(97) Appendix, Table 1, no. 19. A Heraclian hoard of imitative Constantinopolitan is¬ 
sues was found at Potkom in Dalmatia, for which see Mirnik 1990. 
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An additional category of imitations, V 2 and V 4 folles, has been attribu¬ 
ted to various Italian mints with some recent inclination towards Ravenna, 
although the matter is far from being settled! 98 ). The half -folles bear the 
mark P/II and indiction II (552/3) and although some have been found 
in Italy and the Adriatic region, they are also recorded on the southern Black 
Sea littoral and in the territory of Pisidian Antioch ("). The coinage bearing 
the Greek mark II (rather than the more common Latin P version) may have 
been issued at Constantinople or a Propontic mint for use in Italy. Vasso 
Penna’s suggestion that the coins were issued at Petra in Lazica commands 
no confidence despite the chronological association with Petra’s recapture in 
552 ( 10 °). In light of the current evidence, a connection with the war effort in 
Italy which led to the reconquest of Rome on that same year remains more 
probable. It is likely that the coins were brought to Turkey by veterans along 
with regular Roman and Ravennate coins, especially since V 4 folles of western 
style have been found close to the Black Sea coast, at Amaseia and in Do- 
brudja, respectively! 101 ). 




(98) MIBE, p. 72 with a discussion of previous theories. 

(99) Demirel Gokalp, p. 64, no. 98; Penna 1995, p. 89. 

(100) Penna 1995, p. 90. Future finds from the Transcaucasus might support Penna’s 
connection with the events leading to the reconquest of Petra, however without confirming 
the mint attribution. Rather, it would simply mean that the type bearing the Greek II mark 
was produced by an eastern mint to supply coin to the troops fighting in Lazica, while at the 
same time the Latin P version was issued to support the Italian campaign. 

(101) Ireland 2000, p. 105, no. 3578; Poenaru et alii 2003, p. 46, no. 290. In addi¬ 
tion, a '/4 follis belonging to this group was part of a large hoard of over 1220 sixth-century 
coppers recently found at the monastery in Slavnata Kanara (Bulgaria) not far from the Black 
Sea. The hoard was announced at the recent numismatic congress, Totev et alii 2015. 
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Ravenna shares some similarities with Rome in the geographical distri¬ 
bution of its copper coinage, albeit its eastern reach is less impressive ( 102 ). 
Lower denominations including Ravennate minimi produced under Justi¬ 
nian have been found in Greece ( 103 ), but single finds of Justinianic folles 
and V 2 folles are currently unknown in Thracia, the Circumpontic region 
and Asia Minor. Paradoxically, a greater surge of Ravennate coppers to 
the east occurred in the seventh century when communication was theore¬ 
tically made more difficult by the growth of Lombard power in Italy (Fig. 
20). Once again, it is likely that the Byzantine fleet is responsible for the dif¬ 
fusion of Ravenna’s coinage. This is what explains the presence of an early 
Heraclian follis at Hierapolis in Turkey, a later follis in Dobrudja, near the 
Black Sea and a half -follis at Silistra, on the Danube ( I04 ). The follis of Justi¬ 
nian from the Bilka hoard (Bulgaria) concealed after 615 may belong to the 
same context ( 105 ). The follis of Tiberius III found at Berezeni (Romania), 
very far from the former Danube frontier, remains a unique find whose pre¬ 
sence in the region may be considered accidental in the absence of a more 
substantial context ( 106 ). 


c) Sicily 

As Justinian’s reconquista on the Italian mainland dragged on for years, 
the role of Sicily in the war effort increased and its contribution may have 
included the striking of coin to meet the needs of the army( 107 ). Particular 
attention has been given to the so-called “Sicilian group” of Constantinopo- 
litan imitative folles and hal t-folles. This coinage dates to Justinian’s Gothic 
wars and was initially attributed to an African mint at Constantine in Nu- 
midia (Fig. 23) ( 10S ). Although the Sicilian attribution still remains a matter 
of conjecture the concentration of these coppers in the eastern Adriatic 
clearly places them along other finds associated with Justinian’s war effort 
in the area ( 109 ). Indeed, the overwhelming majority are Croatian finds, while 


(102) For the copper coinage of Byzantine Ravenna, see Baravelli, Baravelu 2006. 

(103) Appendix, Table 1, nos. 81 and 83; Appendix, Table 2, no. 15; Georganteli 
2005, p. 310, fig. 2. 

(104) Appendix, Table 1, nos. 3, 32 and 86. 

(105) Appendix, Table 2, no. 33. 

(106) Appendix, Table 1, no. 37. An identical coin was found at Stari Grad on Hvar 
island, Croatia, for which see Appendix, Table 1, no. 56. 

(107) Guzzetta 2011, pp. 125-127. 

(108) Bellinger 1966, pp. 99-106. 

(109) For the role of Dalmatia in the war effort, see Goldstein 1994, pp. 21-29. 
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the two specimens from Dobroudja remain the easternmost finds of “Sici¬ 
lian” military issues, perhaps indicating the transfer of troops or supplies ( no ). 
Aside from this peculiar group and a few “Sicilian” pentanummia of Justin II 
found in Slovenia, Serbia and Greece ( m ), there are no finds to be men¬ 
tioned until the end of the century (Fig. 22) ( 112 ). Four decanummia from 
Catania, attributed to Maurice, were found in Croatia but none are known 
in the rest of the Balkans or in Asia Minor ( 113 ). 

A greater surge of Sicilian coinage from the Syracusan mint coincided 
with the central role that the island gained in the Byzantine world of the se¬ 
venth century. The Persian and Arab invasions of the Byzantine heartland as 
well as the final loss of Syria, Palestine and Egypt made Sicily the safest and 
wealthiest location for a new Byzantine command center. Constans II moved 
his residence to Sicily in 663 and the activity of the Syracusan mint was 
greatly enhanced! 114 ). Although the emperor became highly unpopular for 
his fiscal measures and was eventually assassinated, the island maintained 
its key role in the survival of Byzantium ( 115 ). 

The high activity of the fleet suggested by the distribution of Roman and 
Ravennate issues becomes even more convincing when looking at the diffusion 
of Syracusan coinage in the east. Far from being restricted to the traditional 
Adriatic milieu whose strategic importance further increased in the seventh 
century, Sicilian coins reached every major coast, from Athens in Greece to 
Pergamum in Turkey, Burgas in Bulgaria, and western Georgia! 116 ). Aegean 
islands close to the mainland were used as places of refuge and ideal locations 
for establishing fortified naval outposts, as testified by excavations at Perani 
near Salamis where Syracusan folles of Constans II and Tiberius III have been 
found ( 117 ). Forthermore, the finds from the western Black Sea region may be 
connected with Constantine IV s maritime campaign aimed at preventing the 
Bulgar expansion in the northern Balkans ( 11S ). On the opposite coast, Con- 


(110) Appendix, Table 1, no. 32. 

(111) The Sicilian attribution of these '/ 8 folles is not certain and they may have been 
issued by another Italian mint; see MIBEC, p. 32. 

(112) The hoard of Philiatra (Appendix, Table 2, no. 29) concealed after 582 included 
a Justinianic pentanummium from Sicily, but no other western coins, although the 226 mini¬ 
mi, which remain unidentified, may have included Italian and African issues. 

(113) Appendix, Table 1, no. 62. Such decanummia are known from Jerusalem indi¬ 
cating that they did circulate more widely; see Ariel 1982, p. 326. 

(114) For the Byzantine coinage of Sicily, see Morrisson, Prigent 2011, pp. 427-434. 

(115) Cosentino 2006, pp. 47-48; Prigent 2006, pp. 269-299. 

(116) Appendix, Table 1, nos. 12, 81, 88 and 109. 

(117) Appendix, Table 1, no. Ill; Appendix, Table 2, no. 38. 

(118) Gandila 2016, forthcoming. 
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stans II’s actions in the Transcaucasus facilitated by the “First Fitna” ensured 
that Byzantium would remain in control of the Lazian coast where ecclesias¬ 
tical centers were still in place at Phasis and Sebastopolis ( 119 ). 



Fig. 22 - Sicily (rulers). Fig. 23 - Sicily (denominations). 


IV. Conclusion 

The western Byzantine mints opened by Justinian were not meant to 
supply coinage to distant areas across the Mediterranean. Their main pur¬ 
pose was to serve the needs of the army and administration and to sustain 
the local economy of the town and its surrounding region. In Italy and 
North Africa political reasons for striking coinage are also apparent as Justi¬ 
nian was eager to replace the local Ostrogothic and Vandal coinage. Because 
of its distinct background western Byzantine coinage was less standardized 
and did not always follow the system introduced by Anastasius in Constan¬ 
tinople. Subsequent monetary reforms in the Byzantine capital were adopted 
in the west with significant delays or not at all. Despite many incompatibil¬ 
ities, Italian and African coinage did circulate more widely as testified by 
finds recorded thousands of kilometers away from the mint. This fact alone 
constitutes important evidence for the long-distance circulation of people 
and goods in the early Byzantine Mediterranean. The corpus of finds, which 
would be significantly enlarged through the publication of museum collec¬ 
tions in Greece and Turkey, shows that western coins are far from being ac¬ 
cidental finds in the Balkans and Asia Minor. Although they never domi¬ 
nated the local monetary economy, western bronze coins were accepted in 
circulation, used in daily transactions and selected for hoarding along with 
the more common coins of Nicomedia, Cyzicus or Thessalonica. 


(119) Martin-Hisard 1981, pp. 144-146. 
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There is a long historiographic tradition of approaching the diffusion of 
coinage as well as the hoarding phenomenon through the lens of political 
and military events ( 120 ). Although the limitations are hard to ignore this re¬ 
mains the most convenient line of inquiry as it is best served by the available 
written sources ( m ). There is notoriously little insight about trade in ancient 
sources beyond anecdotal information of dubious use for reconstructing pat¬ 
terns of exchange. Archaeological research can provide fresh insight which 
should complement rather than replace the traditional narrative regarding 
the mechanism behind phenomena like coin circulation and hoarding. De¬ 
spite significant progress made in the recent decades Late Antique archaeol¬ 
ogy supplies only fragmentary information for the circulation of people and 
goods. The data is restricted mostly to pottery and to several other categories 
of artifacts that survived in the archaeological record. The exact connection 
between the long-distance circulation of coins and other goods still remains 
to be determined, partly because of inconsistencies in the recording of coin 
data in archaeological monographs and numismatic literature. At the very 
least, shipwrecks like Yassi Ada or Grazel B prove that the presence of small 
change was common on ships sailing on the Mediterranean ( I22 ). It is likely 
that many state-directed shipments ( annona ) also carried small quantities of 
goods for commercial purposes, while at the same time local wares were pur¬ 
chased to be brought back home once the main cargo had been un¬ 
loaded! 123 ). This may help explain the presence of Byzantine coins from 
Carthage or Alexandria in the Black Sea region. 

Especially in large coastal settlements, far from the militarized environ¬ 
ment of the frontier, an economic interpretation is preferable although the 
state might have used large ports to ship supplies destined for the army. Ci¬ 
ties close to the Mediterranean, the Aegean and the Black Sea were part of a 
monetary system which relied heavily on smaller denominations, an econo¬ 
my dominated by the nummus at least until the middle of the sixth century. 
Western mints had a significant contribution to the functioning of the sys¬ 
tem since most minimi were issued by African and Italian mints. Such coins 


(120) Metcalf 1962, pp. 14-23; Iurukova 1969, pp. 255-263; Popovic 1978, 
pp. 596-648; Poenaru 1981, pp. 365-377; Ivanisevic 2006, pp. 75-93; Gandila 2008, 
pp. 301-330. 

(121) For a critique of the historically-driven paradigm, see recently Guest 2012, 
pp. 116-122. The author, however, does not fully articulate an alternative model. For pre¬ 
vious criticism, see Metcalf 1991, pp. 140-148. 

(122) Morrisson 1981, pp. 26-52; Fagerlie 1982, pp. 145-154. For the circulation of 
Byzantine coins on maritime routes, see Morrisson 2008, pp. 635-644. 

(123) McCormick 2001, pp. 89-90. 
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circulated along with goods and people put in motion through mechanisms 
of state distribution but also private initiative. However, the influence of the 
newly reconquered western provinces should not be overestimated. Archae¬ 
ological evidence suggests that even settlements on the Adriatic coast relied 
heavily on the more stable eastern network gravitating around Constantino¬ 
ple. Dalmatia alone seems to have been integrated into the western Byzan¬ 
tine world. 

The circulation of larger denominations as well as the geographical dis¬ 
tribution of finds reveals a second facet to the diffusion of western money in 
the eastern provinces. Coins minted in Italy or North Africa arrived in the 
Danube frontier region or the Transcaucasus through the movement of 
troops during a time when the Byzantine Empire was engaged on several 
fronts at the same time. Most of the coins that remained in circulation 
for a long time were post-reform Cathaginian folles and half -folles whose size 
and weight fit perfectly in a cmde monetary economy dominated by large 
denominations. On the other hand, the Byzantine world of the seventh cen¬ 
tury had to adapt to a much more insular and fragmented monetary econ¬ 
omy. Because of major upheavals in the Balkans and Asia Minor in the se¬ 
venth century the distinction between military sites and towns, clearly visible 
during the age of Justinian, becomes blurred. As the Empire relied increas¬ 
ingly on the fleet to maintain its positions in the Mediterranean and the 
monetary system contracted the circulation of coinage minted in Carthage 
or Syracuse may be attributed almost entirely to state-directed affairs. Threa¬ 
tened by aggressive enemies on all sides and facing an uncertain future, the 
Byzantines of the mid-seventh century could look back on the reign of Jus¬ 
tinian and view it as a golden age when ships were crisscrossing the Medi¬ 
terranean and the great port-cities of the empire were bustling with activity. 
The circulation of western Byzantine coins is one of the best ways of tracing 
such long-term developments during a fascinating age of cultural, political, 
and economic transformation which marks the transition from Late Anti¬ 
quity to the Middle Ages. 
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APPENDIX 


Table 1. Single Finds ( 124 ). 


No. 

Location 

Country 

Emperor 

Value 

Mint 

Date 

Reference 

I 

Ruse 

Bulgaria 

lustinian I 

M 

CAR 

533-538 

Info S. Mihaylov 

2 

Belene 

Bulgaria 

Justinian I 

M 

CAR 

539-541 

Info S. Mihaylov 

3 

Silistra region 
(Durostorum) 

Bulgaria 

Justinian I 

[2] K 

CAR 

539-540 

Info S. Mihaylov; 

Info E. Oberlander- 
Tarnoveanu 

Justinian I 

I 

CAR 

548-549 

Justinian I 

A 

CAR 

552-565 

Justinian I 

f4H 

ROM 

547-549 

Justinian I 

IB 

ALX 

527-565 

Justin II 

E 

CAR 

565-566 

Maurice 

IB 

ALX 

589-602 

Maurice 

I 

SYR 

602 

Phocas 

IB 

ALX 

602-610 

Heraclius 

IB 

ALX 

618-628 

Heraclius 

IB 

ALX 

628-629 

Heraclius 

IB 

ALX 

632-641 

Heraclius 

K 

RAV 

619-620 

Heraclonas 

IB 

ALX 

641 

4 

Novae 

Bulgaria 

Justinian I 

I 

CAR 

539-540 

Dimitrov 2013, 

41, no. 515 

Justinian I 

M 

ROM 

542-550 

Dimitrov 2013, 

41, no. 517 

5 

Varna 

Bulgaria 

Justinian I 

I 

CAR 

540-541 

Info S. Mihaylov 

6 

Turgovishte 

Bulgaria 

Justinian I 

I 

CAR 

540-541 

Info S. Mihaylov 

7 

Veliko Turnovo 

Bulgaria 

Justinian I 

I 

CAR 

539-540 

Info S. Mihaylov 

8 

Tatil 

Bulgaria 

Justinian I 

IB 

ALX 

527-565 

TENCHOVA 2011, 

430, no. 799 


(124) In many cases coins have been reattributed/redated based on MIBE (2000) and 
MIBEC (2009). The following abbreviations were used: Mints: CAR (Carthage), ALX (Alex¬ 
andria), ROM (Rome), RAV (Ravenna), SYR (Syracuse), SCL (Sicily), CAT (Catania), MMI 
{Moneta Militaris Imitativa - Italy/Sicily); Denominations: Sol. (Solidus); Sem. (Semissis); 
Trem. (Tremissis), Sil. (Siliqua); Hex. (Hexagram); M (40 nummia; follis); AT (33-num- 
mia); K (K; half-follis); IB (12 nummia); I (10 nummia); S (6 nummia); E (5 nummia); A 
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No. 

Location 

Country 

Emperor 

Value 

Mint 

Date 

Reference 




Justinian I 

M 

CAR 

533-538 

Tenchova 2011, 

434, no. 829 

9 

Sliven region 

Bulgaria 

Justinian I 

[2] M 

CAR 

539-540 

Tenchova 2011, 

441, no. 901 
and 904 

10 

Provadia 

Bulgaria 

Justinian I 

I 

CAR 

539-540 

Info S. Mihaylov 

11 

Goliam 

Manastir 

Bulgaria 

Justinian I 

M 

CAR 

533-538 

Tenchova 2011, 

434, no. 830 

12 

Burgas 

Bulgaria 

Justinian I 

E 

CAR 

538 

Tenchova 2011, 

435, no. 842 

Constans II 

I 

SYR 

641-668 

Tenchova 2011, 

593, no. 2323 

13 

Pazardzhik 

Bulgaria 

Justinian I 

M 

CAR 

539-540 

Tenchova 2011, 

441, no. 899 

14 

Chisaria 


Justinian I 

K 

CAR 

539-540 

Tenchova 2011, 

441, no. 903 

Bulgaria 

Constantine 

IV 

K 

SYR 

672-677 

Tenchova 2011, 

597, no. 2348 

15 

Kabile 

Bulgaria 

Justinian I 

I 

CAR 

540-541 

Tenchova 2011, 

442, no. 907 

16 

Kurdzhali 

Bulgaria 

Justinian I 

M 

CAR 

539-540 

Tenchova 2011, 

446, no. 946 

17 

Odurtsi 


Justinian I 

M 

CAR 

533-538 

Torbatov 2002b, 

105, no. 44 

Bulgaria 

Justinian I 

E 

CAR 

539-540 

Torbatov 2002b, 

113, no. 71 




Justinian I 

M 

CAR 

533-542 





Justinian I 

I 

CAR 

533-565 


18 

Akhtopol 

Bulgaria 

Justinian I 

[41 A 

CAR 

533-565 

IORDANOV et alii 

1998, 71, table 3 


Justinian I 

I 

ROM 

537-565 




Justinian I 

[21 A 

ROM 

537-565 





Heraclius 

Sol. 

(imit.) 

RAV 

610-613 

IORDANOV 1979, 

12, no. 3 

19 

Bulgaria 

(unknown) 

Bulgaria 

Justinian I 

M 

CAR 

540-541 

lURUKOVA 1964, 

9, no. 3 




Justinian I 

[2]K 

CAR 

540-541 

lURUKOVA 1964, 

9, no. 7, 9 
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No. 

Location 

Country 

Emperor 

Value 

Mint 

Date 

Reference 

20 

Mangalia 

Romania 

Justinian I 

K 

CAR 

539-540 

POENARU et alii 

1998, 85, no. 41 

Heraclius 

IB 

ALX 

618-628 

Gogu 1999-2001, 

297, no. 31 

21 

Costinesti 

Romania 

Justinian I 

IB 

ALX 

527-565 

Dimian 1957, 192 

22 

Ovidiu 

Romania 

Maurice 

IB 

ALX 

582-602 

Ochejeanu 1981, 

312, fh. 14. 

23 

Pecineaga 

Romania 

Justinian I 

M 

CAR 

533-538 

Poenaru et alii 

2003, 63, no. 446 

24 

Adamclisi 

Romania 

Justinian I 

K 

CAR 

539-540 

Poenaru et alii 

2003, 63, no. 447 

25 

Slava Rusa 

Romania 

Justinian I 

K 

CAR 

539-540 

CUSTUREA 2004- 
2005, 500, no. 82 

Justinian I 

I 

CAR 

540-541 

CUSTUREA 2012, 

628, no. 135 

26 

H ” a 

Romania 

Justinian I 

K 

CAR 

539-540 

Nubar 1973, 207, 
no. 1795 

Justinian I 

I 

CAR 

540-541 

Nubar 1973, 207, 
no. 1796 

27 

Constanfa 

Romania 

Justinian I 

K 

CAR 

539-540 

POPESCU, IONESCU 
1992-1993, 326, no. 6 

Justinian I 

AT 

ALX 

538-565 

ISVORANU, 

Poenaru 2003, 

138, no. 13 

28 

Manastirea 

Romania 

Justinian I 

I 

ROM 

547-549 

Oberlander- 

Tarnoveanu, 

Opait 1984, 276, no. 153 

29 

Noviodunum 

Romania 

Justinian I 

I 

ROM 

547-549 

Oberlander- 

TArnoveanu 

1980, 508, no. 119 

30 

Troesmis 

Romania 

Justinian I 

I 

ROM 

547-549 

Oberlander- 

Tarnoveanu, 

Opait 1980, 267 

31 

Sacidava 

Romania 

Justinian I 

K 

CAR 

539-540 

CUSTUREA 2008, 

539, no. 63 

32 

Dobrudja 
(unknown; 
Scythia/ Moesia 
Secunda) 

Romania 

Justinian I 

I 

MMI 

552-553 

Poenaru et alii 

2003, 46, no. 290 
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No. 

Location 

Country 

Emperor 

Value 

Mint 

Date 

Reference 




Justinian I 

'k light 
sil. 

RAV 

552-565 

Poenaru et alii 2003, 63, 
no. 448 




Justinian I 

% 

•r 

RAV 

540-552 

Poenaru et alii 2003, 63, 
no. 449 




Justinian I 

K 

MMI 

SCL 

540-541 

Poenaru et alii 2003, 64, 
no. 450 




Justinian I 

E 

MMI 

SCL 

540-552 

Poenaru et alii 2003, 64, 
no. 451 




Justinian I 

I 

RAV 

552-565 

Mirnik, Semrov 1997- 
1998, 170, no. 394 




Justinian - 
Phocas 

IB 

ALX 

527-610 

Poenaru et alii 2003,123, 
no. 961 




Maurice 

I 

CAR 

592-597 

Gandila, forthcoming 




Phocas 

K 

CAR 

606-607 

Poenaru, Donoiu 1983, 
237, no. 1 




Heraclius 

I 

CAR 

610-612 

Gandila, forthcoming 




Heraclius 

M 

RAV 

625-626 

Poenaru, Donoiu 1983, 
237, no. 2 




Constans II 

K 

CAR 

652-657 

CUSTUREA 1986, 

277, no. 7 




Constans II 

K 

CAR 

652-657 

Gandila, forthcoming 

33 

Novaci 

Romania 

Constans II 

K 

CAR 

652-657 

Butnariu 1983-1985, 

220, no. 86 

34 

Timisoara 

Romania 

Justinian I 

IB 

ALX 

527-565 

Lakatos 2002, 252, 
no. 44B 

35 

Bacau 

Romania 

Justinian I 

I 

ROM 

547-549 

Oberlander- 
TArnoveanu 1999-2001, 
317, no. 31 

36 

Calafat 

Romania 

Justinian I 

I 

ROM 

547-549 

Oberlander- 
Tarnoveanu 2004, 

68, no. 70 

37 

Berezeni 

Romania 

Tiberius III 

M 

RAV 

698-705 

Stoliarik 1993, 

142, no. 79 

38 

Valandovo 

FYROM 

Justinian I 

% 

sil. 

RAV 

540-552 

Radio, Ivanisevic 2006, 
no. 259 

Constans II 

V 3 sil. 

CAR 

647-652 

Radio, Ivanisevic 2006, 
no. 534 
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No. 

Location 

Country 

Emperor 

Value 

Mint 

Date 

Reference 

39 

Drmno 

Serbia 

Justinian I 

‘/.light 

sil. 

ROM 

552-565 

Radic, Ivanisevic 2006, 
no. 258 

40 

Sirmium 

Serbia 

Justin II 

Sem. 

SCL 

565-578 

Metcalf 1960, 433, 
no. 4 




Justinian I 

M 

CAR 

540-541 

Radic, Ivanisevic 2006, 
no. 355 




Justinian I 

‘4 light 
sil. 

ROM 

552-565 

Radic, Ivanisevic 2006, 
no. 257 




Justinian I 

I 

ROM 

542-547 

Radic, Ivanisevic 2006, 
no. 356 




Justinian I 

[2] I 

ROM 

547-550 

Radic, Ivanisevic 2006, 
no. 356-357 




Justinian I 

I 

ROM 

552-562 

Radic, Ivanisevic 2006, 
no. 359 




Justin II 

E 

SCL 

566-578 

Radic, Ivanisevic 2006, 
no. 458 




Tiberius II 

I 

RAV 

578-582 

Radic, Ivanisevic 2006, 
no. 472 

41 

Serbia 

Se*„ 

Maurice 

K 

CAR 

582-583 

Radic, Ivanisevic 2006, 
no. 501 

(unknown; 

Illyricum) 

Phocas 

K 

CAR 

606-608 

Radic, Ivanisevic 2006, 
no. 511 




Heraclius 

Hex. 

RAV 

615-637 

Radic, Ivanisevic 2006, 
no. 522 




Heraclius 

'4 sil. 

CAR 

617-641 

Radic, Ivanisevic 2006, 
no. 523 




Heraclius 

IB 

ALX 

618-628 

Radic, Ivanisevic 2006, 
no. 529 




Heraclius 

S 

ALX 

613-618 

Radic, Ivanisevic 2006, 
no. 530 




Constans II 

[2]K 

CAR 

642-647 

Radic, Ivanisevic 2006, 
no. 539-540 




Constans II 

K 

CAR 

652-657 

Radic, Ivanisevic 2006, 
no. 541 




Constans II 

M 

SYR 

662-668 

Radic, Ivanisevic 2006, 
no. 542 

42 

Dalj 

Croatia 

Justinian I 

M 

CAR 

533-538 

Goricke-Lukic 1998, 

1154, no. 45 
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Emperor 
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Date 
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Justinian I 

[2] IB 

ALX 

527-565 

Goricke-Lukic 1998, 

1153, no. 41, 43 

43 

Osijek 

Croatia 

Justinian I 

IB 

ALX 

527-565 

Goricke-Lukic 1998, 

1143, no. 44 

44 

Gardun 

Croatia 

Justinian I 

A 

CAR 

533-538 

Separovic 2011, 62, 
no. 5 

Justinian I 

[2] I 

ROM 

542-547 

Separovic 2011, 61, 
no.2-3 

45 

Sisak 

Croatia 

Justinian I 

I 

ROM 

542-547 

Mirnik, Semrov 1997- 
1998, 166, no. 329 

Phocas 

K 

CAR 

606-607 

Mirnik, Semrov 1997- 
1998, 194, no. 699 




Heraclius 

K 

CAR 

616-617 

Mirnik, Semrov 1997- 
1998, 197, no. 743 

46 

Vinodolski 

Croatia 

Constans II 

K 

CAR 

642-647 

Mirnik, Semrov 1997- 
1998, 200, no. 775 




Constantine 

IV 

K 

CAR 

674-685 

Mirnik, Semrov 1997- 
1998, 201, no. 782 

47 

Vetar Bay 

Croatia 

Maurice 

K 

RAV 

582-583 

Mirnik, Semrov 1997- 
1998, 190, no. 657 

48 

Prozor 

Croatia 

Constantine 

IV 

Trem. 

ROM 

678-679 

Mirnik, Semrov 1997- 
1998, 201, no. 785 

49 

Drni 

Croatia 

Justin II 

% sil. 

ROM 

565-567 

Mirnik, Semrov 1997- 
1998, 184, no. 578 




Justinian I 

% sil- 

ROM 

542-552 

Mirnik, Semrov 1997- 
1998, 164, no. 298 

50 

Solin 

Croatia 

Justinian I 

I 

ROM 

542-547 

Mirnik, Semrov 1997- 
1998, 166, no. 333 




Justinian I 

[2] I 

ROM 

547-549 

Mirnik, Semrov 1997- 
1998, 169, no. 375-376 

51 

Varadin 

Croatia 

Maurice 

I 

SCL 

602 

Mirnik, Semrov 1997- 
1998, 190, no. 652 

52 

Surduk 

Croatia 

Justinian I 

K 

MMI 

SCL 

541-542 

Mirnik, Semrov 1997- 
1998, 163, no. 283 

53 

Mitrovica 

Croatia 

Justinian I 

K 

MMI 

SCL 

541-542 

Mirnik, Semrov 1997- 
1998, 163, no. 288 

Heraclius 

IB 

ALX 

632-641 

Mirnik, Semrov 1997- 
1998, 194, no. 737 
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Emperor 
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Date 
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54 

Bosna 

Croatia 

Justinian I 

Trem. 

RAV 

542-565 

Mirnik, Semrov 1997- 
1998, 170, no. 392 

55 

Zadar region 

Croatia 

Justinian I 

I 

ROM 

547-549 

Juric 1987, 78, no. 5 

56 


Croatia 

Justinian I 

K 

ROM 

537-539 

Mirnik, Dukat 1979, 13, 
no. 330 

(Hvar island) 

Tiberius III 

M 

RAV 

698-705 

Mirnik, Dukat 1979, 13, 
no. 331 

57 

Majsan 

Croatia 

Justinian I 

I 

ROM 

542-547 

Mirnik 1985, 91, no. 14 

58 

Trogir 

Croatia 

Justinian I 

I 

ROM 

552-565 

Delonga 1985, 

102, no. 27 

59 

Narona 

Croatia 

Justinian I 

K 

MMI 

SCL 

541-542 

Bonacic Mandinic 1994- 
1996, 185, no. 29 

60 

Porec 

Croatia 

Maurice 

Sol. 

RAV 

583-584 

Gorini 1974, 135, no. 32 




Justinian I 

[3] % 

sil. 

RAV 

540-565 

Matijasic 1983, 

223, no. 7-9 




Justinian I 

M 

MMI 

SCL 

539-540 

Matijasic 1983, 

223, no. 12 




Justinian I 

K 

CAR 

539-540 

Matijasic 1983, 

224, no. 21 




Justinian I 

I 

ROM 

542-547 

Matijasic 1983, 

224, no. 28 




Justinian I 

[2] I 

ROM 

552-553 

Matijasic 1983, 

224, no. 29, 32 

61 

Istria region 

Croatia 

Justinian I 

[2] I 

ROM 

552-565 

Matijasic 1983, 

224, no. 30-31 

(Pula Museum) 

Justinian I 

K 

RAV 

540-552 

Matijasic 1983, 

224, no. 33 




Justin II 

K 

CAR 

572-573 

Matijasic 1983, 

225, no. 48 




Maurice 

M 

RAV 

586-587 

Matijasic 1983, 

225, no. 54 




Maurice 

K 

RAV 

582-585 

Matijasic 1983, 

225, no. 62 




Maurice 

[5] K 

RAV 

586-602 

Matijasic 1983, 

225, no. 57-61 




Maurice 

I 

RAV 

582-585 

Matijasic 1983, 

225, no. 63 
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Maurice 

I 

RAV 

586-602 

Matijasic 1983, 

225, no. 64 




Phocas 

K 

RAV 

608-609 

Matijasic 1983, 

226, no. 70 




Heraclius 

M 

RAV 

616-617 

Matijasic 1983, 

226, no. 76 




Heraclonas 

IB 

ALX 

641 

Matijasic 1983, 

226, no. 78 




Constans II 

M 

SYR 

662-668 

Matijasic 1983, 

226, no. 77 




Justinian I 

[8] IB 

ALX 

527-565 

Mirnik, Semrov 1997- 
1998, 161-162, 
no. 259-266 




Justinian I 

S 

ALX 

538-565 

Mirnik, Semrov 1997- 
1998, 162, no. 267 




Justinian I 

V, sil. 

CAR 

533-537 

Mirnik, Semrov 1997 
-1998, 162, no. 268 




Justinian I 

M 

CAR 

539-540 

Mirnik, Semrov 1997- 
1998, 162, no. 269 




Justinian I 

K 

CAR 

539-540 

Mirnik, Semrov 1997- 
1998, 162, no. 270 


Croatia 

(unknown; 

Pannonia, 

Dalmatia) 


Justinian I 

[6] K 

MMI 

SCL 

540-541 

Mirnik, Semrov 1997- 
1998, 162-163, 
no. 275-280 

62 

Croatia 

Justinian I 

[6] K 

MMI 

SCL 

541-542 

Mirnik, Semrov 1997- 
1998, 162-163, 
no. 284-287, 289-290 




Justinian I 

I 

MMI 

SCL 

552-565 

Mirnik, Semrov 1997- 
1998, 164, no. 293 




Justinian I 

[211 

MMI 

SCL 

540-550 

Mirnik, Semrov 1997- 
1998, 163, no. 281-282 




Justinian I 

[2] E 

MMI 

SCL 

550-565 

Mirnik, Semrov 1997- 
1998, 163-164, 
no. 291-292 




Justinian I 

[3] 

Trem. 

ROM 

537-542 

Mirnik, Semrov 1997- 
1998, 164, no. 295-297 




Justinian I 

M 

ROM 

538-542 

Mirnik, Semrov 1997- 
1998, 164, no. 299 




Justinian I 

[2] K 

ROM 

538-547 

Mirnik, Semrov 1997- 
1998, 164, no. 300-301 
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Justinian I 

[65] I 

ROM 

542-547 

Mirnik, Semrov 1997- 
1998, 166-169, no. 302- 
328, 330-332, 334-368 




Justinian I 

[5] I 

ROM 

547-549 

Mirnik, Semrov 1997- 
1998, 169, 369-372, 374 




Justinian I 

[4] I 

ROM 

552-553 

Mirnik, Semrov 1997- 
1998, 169, no. 377-380 




Justinian I 

[3] I 

ROM 

553-554 

Mirnik, Semrov 1997- 
1998, 170, no. 381-383 




Justinian I 

[5] I 

ROM 

555-556 

Mirnik, Semrov 1997- 
1998, 170, no. 384-388 




Justinian I 

I 

ROM 

562-563 

Mirnik, Semrov 1997- 
1998, 170, no. 389 




Justinian I 

Trem. 

RAV 

542-565 

Mirnik, Semrov 1997- 
1998, 170, no. 391 




Justinian I 

% sil. 

RAV 

552-565 

Mirnik, Semrov 1997- 
1998, 170, no. 393 




Justinian I 

'Is Sil. 

RAV 

540-552 

Mirnik, Semrov 1997- 
1998, 170, no. 390 




Justinian I 

[2] K 

RAV 

560-561 

Mirnik, Semrov 1997- 
1998, 171, no. 395-396 




Justin II 

[2] IB 

ALX 

565-578 

Mirnik, Semrov 1997- 
1998, 183, no. 575-576 




Tiberius II 

[2] IB 

ALX 

578-582 

Mirnik, Semrov 1997- 
1998, 186, no. 599-600 




Tiberius II 

[2] I 

RAV 

578-582 

Mirnik, Semrov 1997- 
1998, 186, no. 601-602 




Maurice 

IB 

ALX 

589-602 

Mirnik, Semrov 1997- 
1998, 190, no. 651 




Maurice 

[2] K 

RAV 

586-602 

Mirnik, Semrov 1997- 
1998, 190, 658-659 




Maurice 

[2] I 

RAV 

586-602 

Mirnik, Semrov 1997- 
1998, 191, no. 660-661 




Maurice 

[2] I 

CAT 

582-583 

Mirnik, Semrov 1997- 
1998, 190, no. 653-654 




Maurice 

I 

CAT 

587-588 

Mirnik, Semrov 1997- 
1998, 190, no. 655 




Maurice 

I 

CAT 

590-591 

Mirnik, Semrov 1997- 
1998, 190, no. 656 
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Phocas 

IB 

ALX 

602-610 

Mirnik, Semrov 1997- 
1998, 193, no. 695 




Phocas 

[2] K 

CAR 

602-606 

Mirnik, Semrov 1997- 
1998,193-194, no. 696-697 




Heraclius 

IB 

ALX 

613-618 

Mirnik, Semrov 1997- 
1998, 196, no. 730 




Heraclius 

[3] IB 

ALX 

618-628 

Mirnik, Semrov 1997- 
1998, 196, no. 732-734 




Heraclius 

IB 

ALX 

628-629 

Mirnik, Semrov 1997- 
1998, 197, no. 735 




Heraclius 

IB 

ALX 

629-632 

Mirnik, Semrov 1997- 
1998, 197, no. 736 




Heraclius 

S 

ALX 

613-618 

Mirnik, Semrov 1997- 
1998, 196, no. 731 




Heraclius 

Sol. 

CAR 

624-625 

Mirnik, Semrov 1997- 
1998, 197, no. 738 




Heraclius 

% sil. 

CAR 

625-641 

Mirnik, Semrov 1997- 
1998, 197, no. 739 




Heraclius 

K 

CAR 

611-612 

Mirnik, Semrov 1997- 
1998, 197, no. 741 




Heraclius 

[3] K 

CAR 

616-617 

Mirnik, Semrov 1997- 
1998, 197, no. 742, 
744-745 




Heraclius 

E 

CAR 

610-617 

Mirnik, Semrov 1997- 
1998, 197, no. 740 




Heraclius 

M 

SCL 

616-624 

Mirnik, Semrov 1997- 
1998, 197, no. 746 




Heraclius 

K 

ROM 

613-622 

Mirnik, Semrov 1997- 
1998, 198, no. 748 




Heraclius 

K 

ROM 

622-623 

Mirnik, Semrov 1997- 
1998, 198, no. 749 




Heraclius 

‘/ a sil. 

RAV 

610-641 

Mirnik, Semrov 1997- 
1998, 198, no. 750 




Heraclius 

I 

CAT 

624-625 

Mirnik, Semrov 1997- 
1998, 197, no. 747 




Constans II 

[2] IB 

ALX 

645-646 

Mirnik, Semrov 1997- 
1998, 200, no. 773-774 




Constans II 

K 

CAR 

642-647 

Mirnik, Semrov 1997- 
1998, 200, no. 776 
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Constans II 

[2] K 

CAR 

662-668 

Mirnik, Semrov 1997- 
1998, 200, no. 777-778 




Constans II 

M 

SYR 

662-668 

Mirnik, Semrov 1997- 
1998, 200, no. 779 




Constans II 

Sol. 

RAV 

642-646 

Mirnik, Semrov 1997- 
1998, 200, no. 780 




Constantine 

IV 

K 

CAR 

681-685 

Mirnik, Semrov 1997- 
1998, 201, no. 783 




Constantine 

IV 

M 

SYR 

677-681 

Mirnik, Semrov 1997- 
1998, 201, no. 784 




Constantine 

IV 

M 

RAV 

680-681 

Mirnik, Semrov 1997- 
1998, 201, no. 786 




Justinian I 

[2] IB 

ALE 

527-565 

Goricke-Lukic 1998, 

1153, no. 39-40 




Justinian I 

M 

CAR 

533-538 

Goricke-Lukic 1998, 

1154, no. 46 




Justinian I 

M 

CAR 

539-540 

Goricke-Lukic 1998, 

1154, no. 47 

63 

Museum 

Croatia 

Justinian I 

[2] K 

ROM 

537-542 

Goricke-Lukic 1998, 

1154, no. 48-49 

Justinian I 

I 

ROM 

537-542 

Goricke-Lukic 1998, 

1154, no. 50 




Justinian I 

[3] I 

ROM 

542-547 

Goricke-Lukic 1998, 

1154, no. 51-53 




Justinian I 

I 

ROM 

555-556 

Goricke-Lukic 1998, 

1155, no. 56 




Justinian I 

% sU. 

RAV 

540-552 

Goricke-Lukic 1998, 

1155, no. 55 

64 

Rifnik 

Slovenia 

Justinian I 

Trem. 

ROM 

538-542 

Bolta 1981, 36 




Justinian I 

I 

ROM 

547-549 

Mirnik, Semrov 1997- 
1998, 168, no. 373 

65 

Ptuj 

Slovenia 

Maurice 

Trem. 

RAV 

583-602 

Kos 1984-1985, 

226, no. 22 

Heraclius 

M 

SCL 

616-629 

Kos 1984-1985, 

227, no. 28 




Constans II 

Trem. 

SYR 

654-662 

Kos 1995, 497, no. 916 

66 

Celje 

Slovenia 

Justinian I 

Trem. 

ROM 

540-542 

Kos 1988, 122, no. 77 

Constans II 

IB 

ALX 

645-646 

Kos 1984-1985,227, no. 30 
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67 

Koper 

Slovenia 

lustin II 

E 

SCL 

567-572 

Kos 1995, 91, no. 36 

Heraclius 

V* sil. 

ROM 

610-615 

Semrov 1998, 91, no. 5 

68 

Kobarid 

Slovenia 

Justinian I 

'4 sil. 

RAV 

540-552 

SEMROV 2004, 24, no. 2 

69 

Zagradec 

Slovenia 

Justinian I 

V< sil. 

RAV 

552-565 

Semrov 2004, 337, no. 37 

70 

Bled 

Slovenia 

Justinian I 

>4 sil. 

RAV 

552-565 

Semrov 1998, 135, no. 9 

71 

Podgrad 

Slovenia 

Constans II 

M 

SYR 

662-668 

Semrov 1998, 85, no. 2 

72 

Trzic 

Slovenia 

Justin II 

'4 sil. 

CAR 

565-567 

Kos, Semrov 1995, 

131, no. 1 

73 

Slovenia 

(unknown) 

Slovenia 

Justinian I 

'4 sil. 

RAV 

540-552 

Kos, Semrov 1995, 

583, no. 2 

74 

DUttes 

Albania 

Justinian I 

M 

CAR 

533-538 

Hoti, Myrto 1991, 

98, no. 28 

Justinian I 

K 

CAR 

539-540 

Hoti, Myrto 1991, 

99, no. 29-31 

Justinian I 

I 

ROM 

558-559 

Hoti, Myrto 1991, 

99, no. 32 

Justinian I 

I 

ROM 

563-564 

Hoti, Myrto 1991, 

99, no. 33 

Constans II 

[4] M 

CAR 

641-642 

Hoti, Myrto 1991, 

104, no. 54-57 

75 

Shkoder 

Albania 

Justinian I 

K 

CAR 

539-540 

Spahiu 1979-1980, 

375, no. 154 

Tiberius II 

K 

MMI 

ROM 

578-582 

Spahiu 1979-1980, 

381, no. 216 

76 

Butrint 

Albania 

Justinian I 

K 

CAR 

538-539 

Moorhead 2007, 

303, no. 395 

Justinian I 

[9] A 

CAR 

533-547 

Moorhead 2007, 

303, no. 398-408 

Maurice 

I 

ROM 

582-602 

Moorhead 2007, 

303, no. 416 

Maurice 

A 

CAR 

582-602 

Moorhead 2007, 

303, no. 418 

77 

Albania 

(unknown) 

Albania 

Justinian I 

I 

CAR 

540-541 

Spahiu 1979-1980, 

377, no. 172 

78 

Patras 

Greece 

Justinian 

? 

CAR 

533-565 

Callegher 2005, 230 

79 

Nemea 

Greece 

Justinian I 

A 

CAR 

552-565 

Mac Isaac 2005, 

209, no. 2443 
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Justin II 

E 

SCL 

567-572 

Mac Isaac 2005, 

211, no. 2475 

80 

Messene 

Greece 

? 

AE 

ALX 

? 

Sidiropoulos 2002, 

120, fig. 10 




Justinian I 

[51] A 

CAR 

533-538 

Thompson 1954, 

65, no. 1718 




Justinian I 

[14] A 

CAR 

539-547 

Thompson 1954, 

66, no. 1701-1704 




Justinian I 

[12] A 

CAR 

547-552 

Thompson 1954, 

66, no. 1716 




Justinian I 

M 

CAR 

533-538 

Thompson 1954, 

68, no. 1762 




Justinian I 

[3] K 

CAR 

539-540 

Thompson 1954, 

68, no. 1763 




Justinian I 

K 

ROM 

537-542 

Thompson 1954, 

68, no. 1765 




Justinian I 

I 

ROM 

563-564 

Thompson 1954, 

68, no. 1766 




Justinian I 

E 

RAV 

547-552 

Thompson 1954, 

68, no. 1767a 

81 

Athens 

Greece 

Justinian I 

A 

RAV 

552-565 

Thompson 1954, 

68, no. 1767b 




Justin II 

K 

MMI 

ROM 

565-578 

Thompson 1954, 

69, no. 1779 




Phocas 

[2] K 

CAR 

606-607 

Thompson 1954, 

70, no. 1806 




Heraclius 

I 

CAR 

610-613 

Thompson 1954, 

70, no. 1815 




Heraclius 

[2] IB 

ALX 

632-641 

Thompson 1954, 

70, no. 1814 




Constans II 

[4] M 

SYR 

662-668 

Thompson 1954, 

71, no. 1820 




Constantine 

IV 

[4] M 

SYR 

669-672 

Thompson 1954, 

71, no. 1825a 




Constantine 

IV 

M 

SYR 

672-677 

Thompson 1954, 

71, no. 1825b 




Justinian II 

M 

SYR 

690-691 

Thompson 1954, 

71, no. 1826 
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Justinian I 

M 

CAR 

533-538 

Edwards 1933, 

124, no. 26 




Justinian I 

[5] A 

CAR 

533-538 

Fisher 1984, 223, 225, 
and 245, no. 420-424 

82 

Corinth 

Greece 

Justinian I 

IB 

ALX 

527-565 

Edwards 1933, 

124, no. 25 




Justinian I 

A 

ROM 

547-549 

Edwards 1933, 

124, no. 27 




Phocas 

M 

RAV 

608-609 

Edwards 1933, 

131, no. 59 




Justinian I 

[2] A 

CAR 

539-540 

Hohlfelder 1978, 

67, no. 1035-1036 




Justinian I 

A 

CAR 

552-565 

Hohlfelder 1978, 

67, no. 1061 

83 

Kenchreai 

Greece 

Justinian I 

IB 

ALX 

527-565 

Hohlfelder 1978, 

66, no. 1027 




Justinian I 

A 

RAV 

552-565 

Hohlfelder 1978, 

67, no. 1059 




Justinian I 

[2] E 

MMI 

550-565 

Hohlfelder 1978, 

72, no. 1105-1106 


Samos 


Justinian I 

IB 

ALX 

527-565 

JANTZEN 2004, 

140, no. 894 

84 

Justinian I 

I 

CAR 

539-540 

JANTZEN 2004, 

140, no. 895 




Justinian I 

[10] A 

CAR 

533-538 

Karwiese 1983, 139, 
no. 331; 140, no. 361; 

141, no. 401; 145, 
no. 498499; Karwiese 
1987, 111, no.9; 113, 
no. 73; 134, no. 48; 
Karwiese 1989, 120, 
no. 443, 462 

85 

Ephesus 

Turkey 

Justinian I 

[5] A 

CAR 

547-552 

Karwiese 1983, 139, 
no. 330; Karwiese 1987, 
112, no. 39; 125, no. 645; 
Karwiese 1989, 117, 
no. 353; 119, no. 408 




Justinian I 

E 

CAR 

538-539 

Karwiese 1983, 

142, no. 415 




Justinian I 

A 

ROM 

552-565 

Karwiese 1987, 

112, no. 42 
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Justinian I 

[3] A 

RAV 

552-565 

Karwiese 1987, 112, 
no. 40; 122, no. 513; 
Karwiese 1983, 139, 
no. 332 

Maurice 

A 

CAR 

587-592 

Karwiese 1983, 

144, no. 472 

86 

Hierapolis 

Turkey 

Justinian I 

[3] 1 

CAR 

542-547 

Camilleri 2010, 134, 
no. 984-986 

Justinian I 

A 

CAR 

533-538 

Camilleri 2010, 

60, no. 74 

Tiberius II 

K 

MMI 

ROM 

578-582 

Camilleri 2010, 

138, no. 1019 

Heraclius 

M 

RAV 

616-617 

Camilleri 2010, 

143, no. 1071 

Constans II 

K 

CAR 

641-642 

Camilleri 2012, 

785, no. 140 

87 

Allianoi 

Turkey 

Justin II 

M 

CAR 

572-573 

Tekin, Erol-Ozdizbay 
2014, 312, no. 515 

88 

Pergamum 

Turkey 

Constans II 

M 

SYR 

642-643 

Morrisson 1993, 

58, no. 811 

89 

Izmir 

Turkey 

Justin II 

K 

MMI 

ROM 

565-572 

Unal 2004, 98, no. 45 

90 

Perge 

Turkey 

Justinian I 

M 

CAR 

540-541 

Erol 2005, 76, no. 9 

91 


Turkey 

Heraclius 

IB 

ALX 

632-641 

Pennestri 2005, 282 

92 

Istanbul 

(Sara?hane) 

Turkey 

Justinian I 

I 

CAR 

540-541 

Hendy 1986,297, no. 182 

93 

Bolu 

Turkey 

Justinian I 

M 

CAR 

540-541 

Info Z. Demirel Gokalp 

Justinian I 

I 

ROM 

547-565 

94 

Amasya 

Turkey 

Justinian I 

I 

MMI 

552-553 

Ireland 2000, 

105, no. 3578 

95 

Sinope 

Turkey 

Justinian I 

I 

ROM 

548-549 

Casey 2010, 80, no. 889 

96 


Turkey 

Justinian I 

M 

CAR 

533-538 

Bates 1971, 41, no. 262 

Justinian I 

K 

CAR 

538-539 

Bates 1971, 41, no. 263 

Justinian I 

[11] A 

CAR 

533-538 

Bates 1971, 44, no. 290- 
297; Buttrey 1981, 214, 
no. 63-65 

Justinian I 

A 

CAR 

547-552 

Bates 1971, 45, no. 45, 
no. 301 
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No. 

Location 

Country 

Emperor 

Value 

Mint 

Date 

Reference 




Justinian I 

A 

ROM 

542-547 

Buttrey 1981, 

214, no. 66 

Tiberius II 

K 

MMI 

ROM 

578-582 

Bates 1971, 65, no. 545 

97 

Ani 

Turkey 

Heraclius 

IB 

ALX 

613-629 

MOUSHEGHIAN et alii 

2000, 77, no. 70 

98 

Manisa 

Turkey 

Justinian I 

I 

CAR 

540-541 

Unal 2012, 30, no. 40 

99 

Kiitahya 

Museum 

Turkey 

Justinian I 

K 

CAR 

539-540 

Info Z. Demirel Gokalp 

Justinian I 

I 

ROM 

547-552 

Justin II 

M 

CAR 

572-673 

100 

Kayseri 

Museum 

Turkey 

Justinian I 

K 

CAR 

533-565 

Metivier, Prigent 2010, 
613 

101 

Nigde 

Museum 

Turkey 

Justinian I 

M 

CAR 

533-542 

Metivier, Prigent 2010, 
614 

K 

CAR 

533-565 

Metivier, Prigent 2010, 
614 

102 

Yalvaj 

Museum 

T “ w 

Justinian I 

K 

CAR 

538-539 

Demirel Gokalp 2009, 

63, no. 95 

Justinian I 

I 

CAR 

540-541 

Demirel Gokalp 2009, 

63, no. 96 

Justinian I 

M 

ROM 

537-542 

Demirel Gokalp 2009, 

63, no. 97 

103 

Malatya 

Turkey 

Justinian I 

M 

CAR 

533-538 

Demirel Gokalp 2014, 

32, no. 88 

104 

Side 

Turkey 

Justin II 

M 

CAR 

572-573 

Atlan 1976, 83, no. 426 

Heraclius 

IB 

ALX 

632-641 

Atlan 1976, 92, no. 517 

105 

Sukhumi 

Georgia 

Justinian I 

AT 

ALX 

538-565 

Shamba 1987, 80, no. 121 

106 

Akhaltsikhe 

Georgia 

Justin II 

K 

MMI 

ROM 

565-572 

Abramishvili 1989, 

21, no. 73 

107 

Akhali Atoni 

Georgia 

Justinian I 

AT 

ALX 

538-565 

Shamba 1987, 81, no. 123 

108 

Bich’vinta 

- 

Justinian I 

M 

CAR 

533-538 

Tsukhishvili 1977, 

321, no. 42 

Tiberius 11/ 
Maurice 

K 

MMI 

ROM 

578-602 

Abramishvili 1989, 

19, no. 63 

109 

(unknown; 

Georgia 

Justinian I 

M 

CAR 

533-538 

Abramishvili 1965, 

45, no. 77 
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No. 

Location 

Country 

Emperor 

Value 

Mint 

Date 

Reference 




Justinian I 

I 

CAR 

540-541 

Abramishvili 1965, 

49, no. 95 




Constans II 

K 

CAR 

641-642 

Abramishvili 1965, 

72, no. 237 




Constans II 

K 

CAR 

642-647 

Abramishvili 1965, 

72, no. 238 




Constans II 

M 

SYR 

662-667 

Abramishvili 1965, 

71, no. 232 

110 

Cherson 

Crimea 

Justinian I 

S 

ALX 

538-565 

Krushkol 1957, 62, no. 7 


P«mi 

Ue “ 

Constans II 

M 

SYR 

662-668 

Kyrou, Artemis 2012, 

335, no. 6 

111 

Tiberius III 

M 

SYR 

702-705 

Kyrou, Artemis 2012, 

335, no. 4 




Justinian I 

M 

CAR 

533-538 

Info M. Hadji-Maneva 

112 

Ohrid 

FYROM 

Justinian I 

I 

ROM 

537-542 

Kondijanov 1994, 

81, no. 7 

113 

Stobi 

FYROM 

Justinian I 

M 

CAR 

533-538 

Info M. Hadji-Maneva 

114 

Bitola 

FYROM 

Justinian I 

M 

CAR 

533-538 

Kondijanov 1994, 

80, no. 1 

115 

Veles 

FYROM 

Justinian I 

M 

CAR 

533-538 

Kondijanov 1994, 

80, no. 2 




Justinian I 

M 

CAR 

533-538 

Info M. Hadji-Maneva 

116 

Macedonia 

(unknown) 

FYROM 

Justinian I 

[6] K 

CAR 

539-540 

Kondijanov 1994, 80, 
no. 3-6; HrisTOVSKA 2002, 
no. 822; Info M. 
Hadji-Maneva 




Justinian I 

I 

ROM 

561-562 

Hristovska 2002, no. 832 




Justinian I 

I 

ROM 

563-564 

Info M. Hadji-Maneva 
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Table 2. Hoards 


No. 

Location 

Country 

Emperor 

Value 

Mint 

Date 

Last coin 

Reference 

1 

Megara 

Greece 

Justinian I 

[3] A 

CAR 

533-538 

533-538 

Tresors 163 

2 

Gjegjove 

Albania 

Justinian I 

M 

CAR 

533-538 

539/40 

Tresors 208a 

3 

Tsruncha 

Bulgaria 

Justinian I 

M 

CAR 

539-540 

540-565 

Iurukova 1964, 

9, no. 1 

4 

Vrh pri Pahi 

Slovenia 

Justinian I 

Sol. 

RAV 

546-565 

546-565 

Kos 1988, 414, 
no. 261/2, 1 

5 

Katuntsi 

Macedonia 

Justinian I 

M 

CAR 

537-538 

541-547 

Tresors 92 

6 

Trype 

Greece 


A 

ROM 

542-547 

542-547 

Tresors 205 

7 

Constanja 

Romania 

Justinian I 

131 A 

CAR 

533-538 

546/7 

Tresors 66 

Justinian I 

A 

CAR 

547-552 

8 

Selce 

Macedonia 

Justinian I 

M 

CAR 

539-540 

55'/ 2 

Tresors 110 

9 

Patras 

Greece 

Justinian I 

[?] A 

CAR 

533-565 

550s 

Tresors 173 

10 

Zacha 

Greece 

Justinian I 

[67] A 

CAR 

533-565 

550s 

Tresors 207 

11 

Southern 

Balkans 

(several 

hoards) 

Greece (?) 

Justinian I 

[?] A 

CAR 

533-565 

550-565 

268-273 

Justinian I 

[?] A 

ROM 

547-565 

12 

Corinth 

(several 

hoards 

Greece 

Justinian I 

[?] A 

CAR 

533-565 

550-578 

p. 235-241 

Justinian I 

AE 

ROM 

537-549 

13 

Caricin 

Grad 

Serbia 

Justinian I 

K 

CAR 

539-540 

563/4 

Tresors 212 

14 

Carea 

Bulgaria 

Justinian I 

I 

CAR 

539-542 

563/4 

Torbatov 
2002-2003, 24, 
no. 19-20 

Justinian I 

I 

ROM 

547-549 

15 

Kenchreai 

Greece 

Justinian I 

[?] A 

CAR 

533-538 

565-578 

Tresors 157 

Justinian I 

A 

ROM 

552-565 

Justinian I 

A 

RAV 

552-565 

16 

Olympia 

Greece 

Justinian I 

[?] A 

CAR 

533-565 

565-578 

Tresors 169 

17 

Topalu 

Romania 

Justinian I 

[2] IB 

ALX 

527-565 

568/9 

Tresors 80 

18 

Varna 

Bulgaria 

Tustinian I 

M 

CAR 

539-540 

568/9 

Info 

S. Mihaylov 

Justinian I 

K 

CAR 

539-540 

19 

Spata 

Greece 

Tustinian I 

M 

CAR 

539-540 

569/70 

Tresors 188 

20 

Nanovitsa 

Bulgaria 

Justinian I 

M 

CAR 

539-540 

570/1 

Tresors 23 






































Going East: Western Money in the Early Byzantine Balkans , Asia Minor 


175 


No. 

Location 

Country 

Emperor 

Value 

Mint 

Date 

Last coin 

Reference 

21 

Nicopolis 
ad Nestum 

Bulgaria 

Justinian I 

K 

CAR 

539-540 

574/5 

Tresors 6 

22 

Thebes 

Greece 

Justinian I 

M 

CAR 

539-540 

575/6 

Tresors 204 

23 

Achaia 

Greece 

Justinian I 

M 

CAR 

539-540 

577/8 

Callegher 

2010, 114-116 

Justinian I 

[4] A 

CAR 

533-538 

Justinian I 

[2] A 

CAR 

539-540 

Justinian I 

A 

CAR 

540-541 

Justinian I 

A 

ROM 

542-547 

Justinian I 

A 

ROM 

547-552 

Justinian I 

E 

ROM 

540-565 

Justin II 

E 

SCL 

567-572 

24 

Capidava 

Romania 

Justinian I 

M 

CAR 

539-540 

578-582 

Gandila 2009, 

93, no. 8 

25 

Sadovets 

Bulgaria 

Justinian I 

M 

CAR 

539-540 

579 

Tresors 240 

26 

Sadovets 

Bulgaria 

Justin II 

K 

CAR 

572-573 

582/3 

Tresors 241 

27 

Koprivets 

Bulgaria 

Justinian I 

K 

CAR 

539-540 

582/3 

Tresors 40 

28 

Narona 

Croatia 

Justinian I 

Sol. 

ROM 

542-546 

582-602 

Marovic 

1988, 300-306 

Justin II 

Sol. 

ALX 

565-578 

Tiberius II 

Sol. 

RAV 

578-582 

29 

Philiatra 

Greece 

Justinian I 

E 

MMI 

SCL 

538-544 

582/3 

Tresors 179 

29a 

Kula 

FYROM 

Justinian I 

[3] K 

CAR 

539-540 

583/4 

Info M. Hadji 
Maneva 

30 

Priolithos 

Greece 

Justinian I 

[3] A 

CAR 

533-538 

583/4 

Tresors 183 

Justinian I 

A 

ROM 

542-547 

30a 

Slavnata 

Kanara 

Bulgaria 

Justinian I 

[4] I 

CAR 

540-541 

585-586 

TOTEV et alii 

2015 

Justinian I 

[6] I 

ROM 

542-554 

31 

Athens 

(several 

hoards) 

Greece 

Justinian I 

[?] A 

CAR 

533-565 

580s 

p.216-227 

Justinian I 

[?] A 

ROM 

537-565 

Justin II 

E 

SCL 

567-578 

32 

Planina 

Bulgaria 

Justinian I 

M 

CAR 

539-540 

613/4 

Info 

A. Tenchova 

Justin II 

IB 

ALX 

565-578 

33 

Bilka 

Bulgaria 

Justinian I 

M 

RAV 

560-561 

613-615 

Info 

A. Tenchova 
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No. 

Location 

Country 

Emperor 

Value 

Mint 

Date 

Last coin 

Reference 

34 

Ob*™ 

Romania 

Heraclius 

[2] K 

CAR 

610-641 

655/8 

Tresors 359 

Heraclius 

[6] IB 

ALX 

610-641 

Constans II 

K 

CAR 

642-647 

Constans II 

K 

CAR 

652-657 

35 

Valandovo 

FYROM 

Heraclius 

Hex. 

RAV 

615-625 

659-668 

Tresors 104 

36 

Athens 

Greece 

Constans II 

Sol. 

SYR 

659-662 

668 

Tresors 133 

37 

Constanja 

Romania 

Heraclius 

[2] IB 

ALX 

613-626 

670/80 

Tresors 67 

Constans II 

K 

CAR 

659-668 

Constantine 

IV 

K 

ROM 

670-680 

38 

Perani 

Greece 

Tiberius 

III 

M 

SYR 

698-705 

698-705 

Tresors 184 
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ABBREVIATIONS 

MIBE: W. Hahn, M. Metlich, Money of the Incipient Byzantine Empire, Vienna 2000 
MIBEC. W. Hahn, M. Metlich, Money of the Incipient Byzantine Empire Continued (Justin II 
- Revolt of the Heraclii 565-610), Vienna 2009 
Tresors: C. Morrisson, V. Popovic, V. Ivanisevic (ed. by), Les Tresors monetaires byzantins des 
Balkans et d’Asie Mineure (491-713), Paris 2006 
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